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The f irsl bicyc e on a stamp I saw was the 1978 CTC set celebraling the club's. )f- ---;t
centenary. l-had never seen any bikes on stamps until then, despite working wilh the )] r* 1y4 l(
Brirish Pc;st ofiice. tl -SS f - 

I C

Brkes on stamps was loo esoleric a subjecl, I thought, so there wouldn t be more ) L<\\\\lll,N (
than say a hundied. I immersed myseli into the subcullure- of cycling un,l !9q1n -..-_ I I Nl%\ I (
puttins äside the odd itgm which ircidenlly had," !i"y9r9 J!.[]9. :1?11:,"?19::.:rp" i lffi]^ ] a
änd m"Lrgs, lea-towels, T *lrl"t p.","1"1,"t ,b:gf-",took-marks, 

cycleloons", jigsaw 
i ]%I/II\NV€K I apuzzleslmodels, toys, ... Soon they atarted lo be colLections. j L:@ry Vßy: l a

l've never boughtfor "inveslment" or "speculation": Ive olten refused lo part n]oney i i.\ ^ ,-\ .<; ,^, .' ^ ;/1 /-\ /1 7-\ ,'-\ /1 /1 /-\
r"liä.i,!""iJttäiiä.J,,]Äi"n'itntqjni'iärä"ri::tii"r*it,näil""äriacvgatneieo.

What I've got I can presenl to somebody and say lsn t thrs nrcel I can share an enthuslasm and an aestheUc

"spJ"i 
, t iä,.now cüi a bil. As hurnan bäings we neecj lo l nd common etements to enjoy to contirm our

|,r'.unitv. Äi t""n 
"vclisls, 

we need to tall a6oul olher lhings bes des tublnq angles and gear ratios when we

-oet Stämp and other collections can lead conversalions wider

, here is an unusual salisfaction havinq somethinq which ls extraordlnary, even rare l have some very hard to-
- oel books includino a 1755 drctionarv {il ;Ieoates S;n'uFl JohasonJ wh chls a constant source of oel'ght Afier 1B-

;;;;;;";;'i;g iü""ä tnL:"iorJ',ji ii..core wl-irl- is un'qL,e,v excrrirg BecaJse I d 
'ol 

read lle one work o' a

iavouritÄ auttroif paiO Wo Vveeks wages 1or the trrsl €'.d on y edLljön. A I these 'fitted in" to Various minor

11's a pily the easiest way to calegorise and display stamps is through
he coJÄlrv ol oflq n. Woulö'l t il be mole excil:ng {and mo'e t me
.onsurrrnq)to prÄ.ent ll"em r an fislorical mannerll

Sla,no albLms wourd oeplcl particular decaoes of clcll'q styles
oicyc e ihapes. gea'ing i1,/ellions, fenale parlic o€L on. wal app ical on

dnd lhe eracJua skedml'liag ol the raci4g blke and rnore lrgFrlous
oäii.noäf ro"'i"o I t"s. Lo-nq explanato;i caplions would need lo be

wntenlty nq up Äany wor< rg hotlrs - car usage would slop st'eel
v'oience'wo"uld cease - pollicl would be seen lo be irrerevanl

But lher L had wanted lo collect "s;mply ld nave co'lecled lhe
whippet orly dog slamps. t here can I be too ma-y of lhem

soike Mirl.oan rerrnded me ot an avid colleclor - a Frenchman -
Louif t,i.q {öron. leerql who was btind .ror birlh dFd col ected braillo

'W-',liü?i"l,l'#l?iJ,lT3äe,owhatwecoiec, ",il:äJiäR:*. /
'B:cycle starnps ts t.F o,llc:a puolcalion ol.he B.cvcre sldmp5 c uo Memoe shrp erqliri.s should be sent to-the /
.lon'o'ary Sec'retarv Norman Baho. 358 lverson Pac' Fasit Wlndso' New JFrsey 085-20:USA UK enoulrleslo /
the Hon6rary Treasurer, Fiona Hedges, 137 Botley Road, Oxford, Oxlordshire OX2 OHD' England v
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"AIIDIiICAN L{)(lrlLS
..r..i.:|i Locrris lrrre .ftcn beerl i'
i.r;:i1!ir.ni .ri in ro:rt coLlniri.s oi
the Iorl.l, ihe nltiona] Post office
iisists on coiducting n nonololY
re:1rce rithin its boundaries. Thi'r
articie fl3.s published in the Äugust
ltBB issue of Sritainrs IStanp
i,fagazinel an'l oi{er:s an expLanation

-C]NDERELL{CORrvER

0rt .i Lit r,il cjlL ra' (l
,lfdj t:trr.rq,' r. rni Ir.n i
UDrua Sbt,:j f,,:.t oJIi.f., r r,r I
r.r,r r rnJLl\, q 'tu !h I "
d-r ..rl 15 Pr 'Ln.l L, I L\

l'a! llcßl',i [d( l{r.]l Po\L!.
rti.rDs bo.e io srnil'tude t. anr
qr-rn,i,. uscrl lr tnt l- posrr
:L'rl,;.L,ei Tl,e'htub Orl'l .Lal
Posr fißi issue sis triangu]xJ Pic'
lurinr:r mod,er.Jl ai'iLa! \hn b

,nL: Ihc krE. is E'1 i'd the

centre 8recn. The hce hiue is

T\\O CENTS.
'l he Ißt use olthe Shrub llnk

Ldal Post ge sl:inps ws to Lril
cor€ß oI thcs pubijcation Hz^tir

'I lar !atr' rirtll .im.. eut lir'
rtrrr rl,rn,r.r,il,ci. htn.i! rr'ri:l
f] arn Ktrrerlr alea l0 lhe!
l.ii.:r trrlh.,Liirrri!n lh:l tl)e!
q'.ni rö hc r3id tIe illl lee o{ 2

.Pfr< i.r Pi.\ etter Gmed
!}i rlcßt. b.ousc oi dre sim,F.

r..uir.d Lhe tide Flther ol
i'.i,l.m IiS lrcal Postsl

'lrr. earlv enthusirsm ol |ne
,n?il.3dieÄ Mned alerrcoupl.
nl\.aß. Ibt Ünrned las ALs'lrn
do;. Afe, to l:ke and ieLcl th€

miü. Ltrter he $sued a nes stamL"

reLt?nquld, PrtutrgÄlhe wih"
lerter ir lxs nroüth A nevcanc'
hdon resllted it a wäq tpresen_
btionof Ure SLc dd Stripes PR'
.Pd.d b{ a cr(uhr nurk reädng
'shrub Öal I Dated / a5 / Pori /

-,.led / N.Y.: tusrerübly only n
casPs is the

ilt Hc6r, lxs wife ard ltlfe
tetxed to Boca Ratoh, norida, i!
June l9n. Alfie hrd b€enbomon
NlJy ?8. LÖ63 In 1976 his heälth
sr^idüy decLncd dd, on APri 12,

1975 he q"s put to sl.ep. A
n,oumno hbel was iseucd tud q5
used on"mal lorether wrlh Lhe

Al Boca Pütod, ht Heßtinstit_

' 'rFd 
:noüer locil post ljre sLrmP

;Fnri,ds a brcltlist. The P.st\
ür.L! sas.Boc: r:t"n B'crte lost
The lice \"lue is 5 cefts a d

additional iiscnl,t ois sttr€: 'lius
snnD fnd<s mail to the Post

offic; olnv - Non Pro6t all rec_

crDrs Lo Lhanty:
rie stin,s were Pnrr€d rn

lth.k on vc!;w strr{aced DaPer

sfuraäb$ak
NORMAN W'LLIAMS

'Ihe PosrtusterCenenl of Sidb
O)kl h'e$ \o.k. Ll!4, Msr lof!
l,el,l hLl. rD! red to HeF,n lledr
Inr .i'led lrat becausehec.le
i ,:r e,l his bidhdav on St htrick\
Day which 3sevcryo.elno*s is

lvlarch n
He a.ouiredthe tille inorsbout

rq43 wh;n he started tlre Shlab

sh.,tlv b.rorc üE!. $hen be

*as car;n( o!r r.searchintotne
rqrh ...hrN Lrs locrl Dosts, he

caDre rcrcss a laN ol 1E62 which

!g4r!qL!a!4.U!!!lr$d-qqÄ
'-äl-r rn* t"'' bee, rPoeilrLl?
Fr.rher nrauirv relcaled üi! it
wssrnleff;ti;. S! Pit ti.'st set

about esbblishrns the Shmb Oak

Th; legrl limiG of r}e !.i!ä!e
6;ase ol lelteß Ms lhar üey
colldrot be.iried - as th. US
Postal Senice\ Law DepanJnenl
info.med nc in F.bruary 1980 -over pos! rortes to o. fmd
locatrons be(rcen which nrail is

Inolher \ods. le(teß could lnd
0n bc.arried irut oithe ndl'il
US postn8e is paid. Locil Poscse
st mps rnj!rlsobe uscd buttliey
must nol be ii sim,Lrüde ro lnr'
z!thunsed posbBe sLr,rP. A lo.rl
po.tmärk m! be !scd to cantcl
rh. iocrl sLrnFs bul m,rqt not
resenlble a Posl Oific. carceua
tion, a d they nü( be cancelled

O0lt,u6ls (volun,e U, No.3.,
Supplement to No.6l) of which
3,000 copi€s {ere nailed.

In it hc clain.d uosittinsly
falsely !s later be.ame known -
rhar hß localslamF 

""s 
rie lißl ol

its kind 
'n 

over hall3 centu.y-
'fhe {ißldayoluse Ms May 1,

1953. The Shrub Oal< canceLlabo!
\€s ar ilvened triansle belring
\InDLe \nrdifr a (Ie lop: Vay I

r53 / SHRUB OAK/ ß.Y.) /
I,OCAL / IOST

?xoof - printed
on whi te DsDcr

Nornan Batho BSC

stat e s that the
Ii'irst ])ay ol Tssue
lras 1 8th June 1974

1lo jAi(ls

1/txl-
\\

FIRST DAy covln, tntPor,,lnv r-evlv.tl-. ilti
TEE BOCA RATON BICYCLE ?OST.

ffi{..r.,ri,:i: is
"i ;r..."',. q'v v.1 'at'c i'a 'L'l I th \oveober
,röä!]"in""'ii.".re Post" cachet lras used' but

not the "3icYc1e Post" s!änP'
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Fireside PoBt ltas
issued in 'Ioledo, Ohio.

"99-e]--q9v:9,e reg
Cesj sned and the
nost lias in busines -a.
All business for the
nost is conducted bY
the CCI StanD Club'l

ilote that the "Post'l
vas conceived not to
serve the I oc 4.1

comnunity, bui io
neet I'the needs of
stanp collectorsrl
-A.nd ,rhat iancel
deYice \qäs thought
"sritable" bt the
inmates of a

i nsti tu t-.. . .
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USA !:.1o !..1.:o "trjrri1 !ool"
starrs - int-ornarion f ro!1
Bert Schapelhounan i5C 'bikes' along

By EMNITIn EGGLESTON
Jordnn's Bic!clc Express, r

slüdehl project to cai.y Dail
"over our Palo .dJlo ard Inladd
Roütes," will begin deli!eries
Tuesday 'nor.ing under ihe
watchful eye oi rhc u.5. Poslal
s.rvi.e.

It revives-fo. oue dav a

kiDd oi carrier service that las!
passed this w.y more than E0
years ago when, during rhe
Southern Pac'fic Rrikoad strike
of 1894, a cyc'kt pedaled nail
b€tween San Francisco and

S€v€n Jordln Junio. High
School stud.nrs *ill la. out
fron lhe home of "proprietors"
Judsh ard Sandy Landes, at 831
Seale Ave.. with Ietters ad-
dressed to 105 cl2sshates.

The yeüow €n!{lopes, con-
tainirg a newsletter, will be en-
bossed with a distiqctive frank,
i.ked with an olal ha.dstanp
and selled with a.ectangul.r
orargc stzmp th.t bears the
ükeness oi a lglh century cy.lisi
vith a mail pouch on bis back-

llnd6 is a clinical psycho-
logist *'hore erocation is col
lecliog "covers" or cnvelopes oi
Caufomia Gold Rush vintage-
He aeaches the couße part-lime
atr:Jordan. His private, hishly
v4u€d_ coüection is kept itr a

Drawin! lron fiis experience
as ä collectbr, I-?ndes ihpa.ls
knowl€dee !f postal herilage

E;d lhe role mail carriers have
plryeo rn L2u(omra nßrory.

His teaching also has tha el-
f€ct of exFnding the strdy of
history-no!e, for exanple, that
ther€ really was a rail.old strike
in 1394 and that the;ail stiu sot

Fu.ther, both the.overs 2.d
the contents of tire Gold Rush
Iellcrs gh,. srüderl5 i firsi b2nd
acco6t lrom rhe diggings ir lhc

Posf office wctching
| .fos rno,l

Bicycle express moil goes through
despite the U.S. Posiol Service

.:l

World-wide recognition
JlCah Lc.lej lools o"cr joae of 15e rc'i.( l.,J.n ! Bii/.. €!:,c5! hc!

re.. '.! i,o o,öu.C li.. ".r a



l-!ndes aLeady had ioündcd
Jordan's ii{:ycle Express Paid
irom hit own po.ket fo. a run oi
embossed eDveloPes and was
reldy to hlve travelers posi th€
letters lrom toreign countries
wh.n his rün in with the U.S.
Postal Seflic€ begat

An enbossed envelope, afiixed
wirh official u-s. postage
stahps, was r€ceived at ahe

llount3in Vie{ Post Oifice.
Oificials there queried postll

".thoriries in San F.ancisco and
r<eiled a reply that the frank.
handstrmp snd stamP could vio'
lf,le Pos tal retulations 3nd
"should not be accePLcd l"r

The llountain view postm!5-
(e. quickly ncdiiied thi ponmae

Since the fradk carries the
mssrec "J.rd.rn Junior High
schooi w.srern Expre(s Proj
ec!," the Palo Aho olti.ials posl_

ed their o$h lerter ro Jo.dan
P.incipal Jim E nst.

The letter stätes, "We com,
mend lhe effo.G of rhesc enreF
pdsüg younesteF. However,
postd retulatioE do not aUow
such na.l.irgs or rndors€menlr
to appeir on envelopes whi.h
are pr*nied lor ftailing." It
86 or ro cite lhe perrinenr

Ernest who hado't been kept
posted or developftedts in
Latrd6's clas, pasd tbe letrcr
along to a co-wo.ker, askios,
"Do you know anyrhing aboui
!his?"

The .o-worker passed the Iet.
rer along 14ilh rhe note, i,ltave
you ev€r heard oi 1!is?"

Alte. a few nor pcrsons *er.
queried, the letter firally aftived

He was sonewhat coniused ar
iirst by lhe Postrl S€wice's irF

At hL home ft scores of rh€
.nvolops postd from around
ihe world, sll b.aring ofncial
sbbps alor€ with the Jo.dan
:rer€s Stamp, and all eveniually
delivered by U.S. na;l cäaieß.

The ooty hitch has be€n rhat
hril ariffs ftcasionally have
interpreted tb. word
"expr6s'-oot us€d officiauy ln
rhe Ilnited St'tes sirce I87l-as
meaning spfti:l delivery.

tlndes also displrys a volume
of 'local posts," stamps and
markings deYised by privaie cäF
riers for fun or protil, that ürts
hundreds of the philatelic de.
sigost many wilh th€ Wo.d
"elpress" and th. p.icq included,
in whal appe?rs to be a g.owitrB

ln one.ise r New Y.rk nrin
do\,i5ed l,is osn s[nrt,

Beause residents oi h's a.ea
pick üp ttr€ir rdil rt thc rudl
pon oliice rarhe. rhsn receive a
home delilery, the 6an traindd
his dog (o nr.ke the daily rrek ro
lhe post oltice and relrieve any

The dog, qrth a letter in its
nouth. .ow is ihmo.tälized on
tr unolficial, iwo-cent localpost
n:mp lvhich is prized by collec-

Since the Jordad s Bicr'.lt
Expre5r letleß goi.g out Tu6'
day wonl e.ter lhe pub'ic dails,
Landes doesn'l expect any p.o
test hom postrl audrorities

/\

Ite sald, ho*evcr, 'ii the Post
Otlice .e.lly *.nts lo fight !s.
{e can deÜver anY*hc.e in Pnlo
Alto In one hour. \ve.?n beal
lhe Post Oflice by 23 hou.s."

Ä< ior th€ historic.l oeßoN'
tiv6 of todry's eve.1, tindes
ei4 "Palo 

^Jro 
!nfodunnt€lY

hs a.rther modest n.il bistory
änd we'!e drcidä it's hiah tifte
to jrzz uP the shtick (its

' ira.lo 1'1to T ines!
11st i:,l!ch, 197 5,

Speciol moiling
Thls is rhe i,onk lred by Jordon s Sicyde Erp.€! ior il5 ,peciol Polo Aho

iefri.e,

:ert Schepelhounan lSC lives in Los Altos \lhich
is jusi; iour niles fxon Palo Alto. 0n a vislt
to ihe local Pafo Afto siarrp sho-r hc n:"naged to
obtain Judah Landes's acdless anC tele-rhone
nunber and arranged io visit hin. xs a resultt
Beri hes founal out sone additronal iirfol;lation
lor us:

nlY .one 200 exj re^s. faio Sl.uO',_Ld.nos \rere p: n-ed Ln :hc.irots of j .s+ "ro
stanps a sheetlet.,{bout ihe sane nunber oienvelopes \rere lrintcd _ some ol ihen
cnbosred (s-. Lop . J. . jrrrL.on on Lrt. nc)-L
pa8eJ,

Iifteen !irst )ay Covers r.zere prepsred aniL
\qer:c bicycled through the lrorn to the palo
Alto rla.in Posi Oifice. A1I of thein lJent
ihrough the US nail ser{ice duty cF.ncelIed"
?hey rrere all signed by Judah Landes anal ,.
nrbber ste-n! alplied to testify to :heii
first tay of Issue status (see ccntral
illustration or the fotto$ing page).
SoDe othe,* covers vere ,'retulned" fron a
sonevr'hat greater dlstance _ sone fron
other counixies. Ä bit of a. ,ruzzler.rent isthe r'livajs.lein l,ocal Post', one (see botton
illLrstration on the follolring pige) e.s t t^'e

"lava.jalei4'r stair! is rtiedr by the Jordan's

,r."^ slcäcro

PAID

OVER OUR PALO

EXPRESS

$1'qo
INLAND ROUTES
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ll,:rr'i :lci:.|.rl:r.rr:l:ln ll:lri .-.iil ,,l tirirt .iri:rh i,r-..rir: '.rrr,r'ilL'.i riilcn he .r:Jri:.irrr,i
-ia -Ic l'JsT iqI cr Is.ue r!-s o|r 

"iic 
1il. ;i,il, ; rii - :l-!!t:j{Irlr:r fe}:li

nr'r r/ho iir :oolina vllon? r'h" e,.t"Lor'-'. ir,rr.' c|.ril.-'i b:/ bicyc-Le - :he nost
elficieni rrla fast1rst fcrr ol tritns!ort thr rrrld h.rs even ]rno,r1 r1o i:
lil:elJr io k!oi? - to the main,ilost Oii'ii)c aild ',iro.je (-'nvelc]les 

"(iCrosrred 
to

housre$ in ihc lnnedr'.aie :re.-, rere conwey.)d tire 'r/hc1.r iisiance bI r':hc
Ciit of ih.r gods". In ."r1:l case, thr-' 'Jora!3n's ilicJ.cllc llxlressr has an
exceffcnt ii.rtecedl]rlce: the r?XSI:iO T0 Slli an.i]'llio0 lialOi,l inII ol 1.9{
'hich, !eri steied, was "et.-r:t.rent1:- er-riarnea' in the bool< revlcrYed belor.
Cnly iOo copies xere rrinteii a.nd toaayis 1rrc,-'is $iO r,lrrs posta6e/packing

Irtili sN0 (t SrlN ltltrlN(l I SC{)

By Robert IL L.Baw
The tresm ati St" Fraaclka Blcycle

lrtait ol 1891by Lo*tll B- a@pe.. Publisned
by Leo.ard H. Il.rlmaon. a{r 36006, Loüie
ville, Ky. 1C233- Froü the publishe. al t35
posrp:rd. IT;;!;;l

In Review

Letlc6 could be stdt bcr*en F.esno 3nd
Sao Fräncisco lo. ?5c du.ing rh€ rall.oad
slrlLp al 139{ wllh thl3 label (na!b lo Ar-
thu. 83olr'rblcycle iull serrlce

Thc combina{ion ol hicvclinB and phll.tclv
h6 be! s deli€.it lor nc sioce tne btue as a

teoa8er iq tnc 1950s wher I lsd to bicfclc
30 mil6 every gturday oromin8 l.on one
p6t oltice to anoDer h!dtin8 !orllate blocls

athe rn9{ bicycl. nnil is lhe epitome ol tn.
bicyclisi pnilalelisl s d.eim. Io !bE luinat-
in8 bNri LiRell Conp.. re vie s the h isloricrl
hrlerial 

^vailabie 
and pü1ß IoSetner the sla

ry ol rhis shorltived mailstdi.e

^s 
shori 6 the a.tu3l mnil s.flice was

(.boul 12 Jats). tre philarelic irlriSle ;nd
dynery reiated ro üe Fre.no and $n F ?r-
cis.o Bicycle Mail hal a hd.h ronSer bistory-
Eved 89 ya1ß laler, 3ll tne details are lol

The auüor, ho*ever, docs lre.adt losiäi
3rg!deüls lo erplsld ü€ stquen.e ol evelLs
ihat (cüfted and üre dlrtcre.t pridh8s sld

Tle cülpleß od the hjrroric b.ck€rourd.
o.8abi:rüon ot lne lost and'lhe oper?tjoo ot
the posl vefe llteresll0& bül I pould have
liked !b bavceeD lncd devcloped nore
' The F.6no rnd Sao Frarciso Bicy.le Mall
ol 189{ es started by Ä.thur &1!t4 &e
o*ner ot a Liclcle sho! (aod lale. a phjlatd

l[a! relroduced fron the book

i

B3nl! lo.k advln(r8c ol ure iol.rruplloo ol
nailsNice b€l{een Fr6no änd SoF6ocie
co by !!e Amedcn Railqay Union strü€ ü1

July 189,1 1ö initiate a mäil !eR:ce bv wbich
leltcß and !ack.86 wcre.är.ied bl bi.vcle
nd.ß ln .el.ys, nüch li&c Ihe toty Fxlrs
Tne rlGllile rorle w?s corer.d io about 13

!2iDg a lrlcyclL-l,I Fould bave I'Led to have
helrd dorc about the trials aod rrrbulilioß
ol tne rideß Beyonä rire p!dctxr6,.ol mucb
is nenljored. ErllouSn lrom ny trpedeoce
billlg !!e cenL.al cllitomia valleys h 101
d€eree bert ,n July, lhe blcycle Mil nderr
urdoubt.dly pr€l€red nlg!( ridl &
. C@per coveß lbe pnnün8r and dl6 ol lxe
blcycle Mil slamps and eDvelop€ erleßtve
ly, lt ls toterstrc that nc Gt.8orlzs üe
Datch ol sbeetr pnlled Jlly l6. 189{, trs

''regrinLi alüouSh the pGt w.!s slill lnot€ri_
tjoo thet- Perhsls ooe day a '!e!rinf qill
erlsce le8itinnt€ly usd .ü a bicycle !]ail

Tb! aubo. eslirul$ lhat ln the spprori
dalety t2 datr ol the porl, aboui 380 lon
pbllatelic and 200 pbllatelic coveß Fere seot.
Ee esümles ab.ur 150 e sl today, ot whlch
80 percent nrc phllsteltc. This tould l$!e
o!ly about 30 oonphjlatel jciovcß elslln&

I wolld have lilicd lo htve *eo a listlnS jn

table torm or.al üe known lscd cove6. al'
üouen ü!s could b3ue mcanl atempLjnS r
ceß;.such ß ß bt nS donc by lbe 1869 PhLl

alellc Resdrch Ass.cit!$. Pern.pi thc 3u

thor has dls.wd .ll tne coveß bc l5 3*.rc

Likc the aulbor,I too reFrd lbe Fr6.(}S!n
Imnciko Sicycle Mail coveß 35 clßrc5 de
spite tns pbllalelic aspLtß. C@per dotes that
''clrlout lh€ philaleuc ?-slcrts. (hLs) story ot
Bioh a;d Llorz (üre eDsmv€r ot be siamPs)
sould nol be ledly 4lDterstin& Thc stld!
or 1he \?nouslhilatelic maolpulatiotrt ol thc
lSLh and €rly lotn century renks ahonC Lhc

Dost tLs.ioaÜos ol PhilatelY."
C4.p€r docune!6 lbesc mänipulatioß be

tw€n Belta ald EuSene Dobze, as well as

olnets,ln s Iale ol phualelic inLn$e lnspire<1

by tle dobleblcyclq wbicb tn 169'{ waprob3_
bly oeir lls apoSee ol PoPu lanty.

My pcMoal atlempls al combinin6 pbllate
ly dnd bicycIn8 !3le nen io [be Erca( 0Ppo.
turrry ptuqd.d lor Änbur Fnnia lD 1891

AlrbouF I L<ed tle bLLycllng cnvelops ot

1960 lo docuneoi my croscoutry bicvcle
lriD ol llat v6lron PIPEX io Eugenc Otc

10 Nca York ard alboußi n3oy ol my tlrjlä
tellctrleod! Fi[reßerdbcr mc peddlinS up 10

shos5 tn Sa! Fm;ci$o, Llndon or vicnoa. I
sFived {ve moatls loo lale to. Ihe *cond
anoual sbmp sboF jn Janmu, 1ndl3 3dd I
neve!dld priDt triy oe?o blcvclc stanp

cmptr's boal tinal]y provld€s 3 good docu_

menratioo ol üe 189{ bicycl€ ßall and lre
s.nß Ue deta-tls as tar as üey ar€ kno{n l}
dsy. Alüoo8! lne gJ?ruü! Ls. occaioMlly
colloqulsl ald the b@k laclse Lqble ol knö{n
comercislry u*d cov.B and slrme blstcri
cäl backgrou.d, Moroutbly enjoyed ll,2nd
l n s'rrc ll will bc tn. aüixoritailye Rork oo
the IS9l btcycle nall r

\izr, 19A2.
nevien sLr!Pli.]d

bx D?-vid Shex tsc



ßicvcle asnaiE se'rvice
creaied scarce eove!'s

Ä rlil$at !(ri(e and a tad
conbined lo inspire one ot tht
mdt irvcn(ive mfaN of trad
ponrn8 nrarl cvcr used i. rhe

The Eovement ol nail
scree.hed (o a halt ii soDe

Philatelic
Gems

At lhe lop ot lhc ttatrp a.e
(h. ioilials "^.R U._ {Ancn
cin Rail*ry U.i.n) 3.d al1he

lhe risr die enemled b,
Donze contiined a spellirS eF
ro.. Tbe insc.iirlion read,.,FREsNO AND SAN
FRÄNStSC0/BICYCLE r\1ArL
ROUTE. NoIe üe mLsspellinß

Thls spelllng e.ror qd ae
le.ted shonly aller (he slamps
cane i0lo !se. Donze corrccl
ed lhc die by .eeogliling a
"C' .ver tha -s tle also ..rd
ed his iniri.ls. "ED,' ro rhc die

in bi,s book, Ilrc ar.sno dnd
S.n Frencisco 8ic'.lc n{ail oi
l3!.1 (tublished by L.ona.d ll
llalldnn in l!82), Lowerr B.

Coo0er eys be kroRs ol ooly

Die ll can b. id€nrilicd by rhe
scra(cnes on {he roidFay.

lour tüll sheeß ot the ti.sr
!.irUng sho*in€ lbe spcllinS

The Frcsno and San Frdncir
co Bi.ycle Mall Se^ice beSan
carrfinE mail July 7, 1894. The
ieni.c sed ei$t relays to
cover thc disbnce ol2L0 mils
brlucc! Fr$oo and S.n ftun-
circb in l8 hours

^ 
lee ot 25. $rs charS.d ror

Lctle6 qere l.anked qiLh

reguJar U S. srneps as *eLl d
lhe licycle stlnps, Rhich mct
qith th€ approval ol thc U.5.
Posi Orrice Depanmeot.

,{ tee coveß acre carried
on the iirsl dals ol tlt 5.ßicc
sithou{ t}e Bicy.le stamp.

The errliest knoqn cover
bears a pi.torial bicycle
nandslamp dated July ?. 1891.

The cover is addressed 1o oak
land, Calil. Il 3lso $trles lbe
r.gislfttion hrhbcr 4.

Coveß oriSinali.g ironr
Frsno rere numbered, aad
lbe ousberPN re8is(ered in a

book. loqever, Coater sys
.ollec10ß nare been unable 10

The No. { cover is l;nked
with a 2a U.S. slamp 3nd lhe
Bicy.le gamp qith Ure co.-

The U.S. slanr! L9 tied by a

Jül! I 0akia.d postlrark, so it
is likely the rover HA catried

oa.i5 ol r!. coünlry d!.i 8 rh.
Puuman srrike in t8!4- Citifor'
ni. w4 partjcDlarly alte.led.

^nhur 
lzntä dc.ided t.lake

advantaSe ol a tad th.t qas
ss.ep oC the coüntry. Elery-
one q6 bicyclin8 in the l8-o0s
Bicycle.lubs net reAularlvt
mcs bcGlne a majorspo.unt

Die I shoFlog the spelllng er-

Banra, o{ocr ol . bicycle
shop in lr!s.d. Ci1il., decidcd
to Iurlher capilalize on the bi-
cycle induslry by cstablislrinC
a mail service 1o nrore the
fraildurinBlheslrike

A.iuarlt. Lhe ides {as John

Rtcu( dit sho*ing rhe "5"

C Nouße, a Frcro g.ocer.lie
sü88ested it to lanla.

' \then EuSene Donze, s local
enSraver and stamp cotlccto.,
heard ol lhc proposed sePlc€,
he su88esred to Bantr thät

len(a a8.ccd, .nd Donze
cr.aled (he slamps.-lhcy sere
triilcd in Fr.sro by rhe Com.

Thc siamps were djamold
sh.tcd. They qere printed di-
.ectlj i.on a die, ooe at a
tinle, to rom sheets ol six.

The dcsign tealurcs a cyclist
ridirB älon8 s roadw^y wi$ a
moüntai.ous randsc.pe ln lbe

io. r \0.4 sl.i\'l l:.\'J" ibnulrhanlc)'1" rr'rp

n corer wilb relrsl hon No
1? braG . .opy ol the ri.il
printin8 ol lIe Dicycle st.mJ)
sho(ing lbc stellroS.rat

Cooter erYs lhis is lhe tiEt
ccv.r h. ha *.n bcannS lrre
.elurn hril h3ndsDmP. "An
swcr.r.y bc lctt $lth oV[R-
l\1;1N WIIIjiil- C0 L?rkin &
i\tcALlislcr ft. S.F TIIR0U{lll
5EIiVICE DAILY."

Ovcrnan wtreet Co. {a lhe
.onnem leminal ol lh. s.t
vice in S.n Fnn.isco

Th. No. 41 .o!€r.ealizcd
aboül !1,500 rn. Daniel Kel

A *cond dre Has e d{Feed
by Dodzc. cooPe. eys it aP
pen6 this Jie sd !*d onlY
tor prjnting staoPed enve

lle $Js lc knoss ol onl!
tb.ec cxlnrttq\ ol die II Llch

's 
on ll'e szc 1% Phlle lE90

Plinrp(on st:lmpcd .nv.lope.
Coop.r 6tjnales lhar a douen
colcr: nay cisr{itlr th5 die

Oi. ll aLso slrdws Lbe cor-
rected spellioS. It cnn bc dle
rjnguished lrom üe rccui djc
by tnc samtchg or thc .oad
way b.hind Ihe cycllsl. The
samt.h6 tuo upwards l0 lht

Äls,lhe Rhile valley !nde.
rhc lan "N" oi SAN FF.AN
CISCo' 6 airrosl !enic:!. !n

Fo. soüe lnknown rc8en,
nie II qd rclrred kom scdi.t
s[.n]y ;ilr.r il qa tial ed

The rccul die q$ us.d tor lhc
majotjly ol lhe strmpcd enve-

Numbcred covers ac!uallY
ccrried ovcr lhe bi.Y.l. roule
are scarcc s.ott c:llä log p.ices
.ove15 lrom J850 to t1,350.
lloNcvrr, tncy could conc.iva
bly5.ll lo.bi8ter Prices.

uruscd and md slenPs arc
taiay common.

Coote. dllnar$ tnat ?bout
3S0 oodpbilalclic atrd 200 phil

^lclic 
covcß were prepared.

Qnly about 150 erist roday 0l
(h€, aboul 80 pcrceot are

' C@per alio sr)s lnat more
tnan ball lhe {0s(anltd env6
lop6 produccd arc in coUec-
lioß tod.y. Otheß mat sill

On Jüly 15. (he milvay
slike hrd cndcd, and no.mal
mail 5eßico had r.sumcd.

Thc bicyclc mail seFice
orade lls l6t run Juiy 19, end
int rhis lnusüal dcthod o(
morinBthemail.

I. a period ol jrlst 12 dats,
somt o! Fhilatelys mcl inrer'
esringcoYcß were.rBled.

A couotertei! dic ol ihc Bicy-
cre sr.mp exisls. Il is dclaced
by one heara hornonbl cul
and t!!e lenlal cuß. Il exisls

Dctaccd stimls aEo {cre
.realed tor ä lS35 neürorirl
run oi ths bi.ycle *dice..c1-
ebrati g urc 10th an n'c'e,t-'

I Liirr.; .i';ir:,f ii.!'sr
jl .t rt,rir.h, j ts5.

rrfo:.rtio. i: cn
oeri I S her BSa.
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It is irrpollsibl-- to aive
the ful.l storX ot the
l'res no r.,nd San lrancisco
licycLe llail j.n r!icyc1-.

s,1.
1

17 .a7 ,1894
oi 816

I kno,y eve:ything is relative and the statefl--nt' in the fourth colunn of tlle
arbicle xeproaluced on the opposite lage, r''ünused and used stanp6 Ere f3ixly
connonrt, nust nean in relation to the coyere, but, to kee! the record
straight! they a:re not. IIo\7 could tlrey bel In:he thir-d colunn llonna.0rKeefe
\yrote that I'Copper says this is the iirst cor.3x ha has sean be:l:.ing the
return.rxail hands iar'rp", Cooper did Frite that (!€.ge i6 of bis book) and'
Irhilst it nay have been the !i:!] h. had see!, the implication of uniqueness
is entirely nisleadin8. Coopcr illustlated other_ cov.rs hearinÄ that hand-
sta.np - see pages 51 , 62,6),55,60 and 69 of his book. Also see belo?r"

2" A1.A7 .1e94
1 of 1r00O

In America it's
place the llane
and address ol
the serder at

orrec t ed s!eLling,
E,),r' added and n

nunber of Jninor'

Tvo cove?s fron the Collection of
Bert Schsrelhcunan BSC, llote S"1.

:1-Fr06? trlry b< l.ö rlili'
ovrRvA$ wrml c0-,

) i:< 5llrlsr6 3r' !lt',
f5Eilgd 3e

staml
mai I

and rrOverDan llheel'r reiuxn
handstarno on oth.

the top 1eft.
fhe',Victor
Cycleryrrrnay
alDear to be a
stam! olrirrg to
the printed
rerforations,
but it's just

addre s s ol ihe
sender rrinted
on the cnveloDe

a./k,/z;-"r

7,"-'..'t 4-cZ

.'

il

i

cicfe Stanp

iruy .1 c o!y

1,1.

Bi
C1

oi

\.-. _.2
L hLrrne' L oe r'

'':'."'16:o" "1";* "".1 -
nar8ins

"/--
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.Arthur C. Bantar then aged 65, si€led all the re-lnactn€nt covers. The "raceo
started s.t san in tr'lesno and San fuanclsco and !?as von by the cyclists riding
irori san lranclsco to lrelio- by a margin of over an hour and a half. lYhy it
vras rrrn on the 13t Uay and not the 6th July, is a nysiery.

fhe crr:irlrL die ur:r l.i:lc..i. ."r-oi ii, ria an
clectroi/pc, 2,000 s t:r:r irs rr!r:e pr inttd for the
1915 ne-tnactnent. Tire -:Jnited States l']o:it
Office obj.rcied io the rvord niraifrl and 5o soip
(the stailps tc be used on covers c:r.Iied over
the route b:r bicJ'cle) vere overpxinted flith
tno bars deleti:lia lhe 'roal ensive" rroxd.

15th A NIIIVERSARY
WESTEBX BICYCLE T{AII

ls94 - t963

-4ll-"y le/;Lt"1;. S.,t"ty

ö,

The AIbany Phil-atelic Society
of oregon celebr:ated the 7'ih
Ainiversary with a cover and
Insert. oregon i
sone.200 niles
Iorth of San
trrancisco, but
see .a,.e oDnos i t

, BICYCLE MAIL ROUTE, CAIIF,

At Jhe time o{ ihe Amer!.an Rdilwdy Union strike, Anhur C. Banl', Fresno

eni for Viclor Bicycles, eslablished this prlv€le seruice to cärry mail lrom

Fresno lo San Frincisco and reiurn, employing nresseosers on bicvcles

The first lrip was made from fresno on luly 6, 189-4, service beins discon"

inued on luly 18, upon endins of ihe strike Durins lhe life of rhis post 380

-4!!"", Itl,tfu "1i,,5.,;"t t)-om th€ CoLfection of ToD Thontson



oi 'T he S poL{-'n'
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r,/ord, {r:ore er ol'
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rilr'.fcl!

IFBrcyc
l'ln t r

lu..t',i';

BIüYüI[ ftiA[I

Ffi T$Nil.$TIJ FRAI.jCISCfi

lithrLlaa the coYe: (left) anc
lhe sheetlet of one (lelo'n)
rYere acquired se p:rrateli, i.h€:r
aPpear to be flon t[€ :]'tn.
s ou:c e, but ä i,la s .i 3c hrr s e t t 3 I s

toFn over 2'000 rrifes lron
Cafifornia. . .

And il youi fife of undetec ted cxine
:rn end

ieai oüt
bJ' a Drisoner in a Calrfornian

jait...
(S ' r.,. 50, coJr r , or ' -,/.
Your n"Y/ lditor, I aro rer-+:irl,
foufd like infonr:!t i on on

| -'he caclet (lert) ,,rs
lr1:ced on th- b lrk of
thi 5 sheetlet oi one.
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