WINTER 1991

Editor: Morman Batho Officers:
358 Iverson Flace

Douglas Marchant, Fresident
Graham Wade, V.President

East Windsor, New Jersey 08520 Benoit Carrier, Secretary
U.5.A.

Anthea % Ian Dodd, Treasurer

34th. COLCHESTER

-"CG{.CH_ESTER

CYCLE DELIVERY

12DEC g mm

Christmas Mail - o e
fch] COLCHESTER 34th. COLCHESTER

ENVIRONMENTALLY FRIENDLY

CYCLE DELIVERY

FIRST DAY COVER

CYCLE DELIVES

53 DECYSf DELIVERY

Bicycle Stamps is the offical publication of the Bicycle Stamps Club. The magazine is included as a benefit of sesbership. Annual dues
are 24 American dollars, (4 pounds sterling, or the equivalent.

Kemhership inquiries should be sent to either the Secretary, Benoit Carrier, C.P. 154 STN: 'K, Hontreal, Quebec, Canada H1V 3L8: or to

the Treasurer, Anthea & Ian Dodd, 1462, Darley Avenue, Chorlton, Manchester, England K21 2JH.

downloaded from www.bicyclestamps.de



CONTENTS

New Issue Update. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
The 1990 World Cycling Championship Material. . .10
Go by Cycle

By Brian Sole o 1 B = 23
My Introduction to Thematics

By F-C. Peglev: . = ; + & & & « 3 % = s = & & 25
The Morocco Agencies Cvcle Post

From Stamp Mail - September/October 1890. . . .28
A Bicycle Philatelist Lives in China

By Raymond V. See . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .27
The 34th. Colchester Scout Group Cycle Delivery

By IL.F Tifder. . « : « & & % = ¢ 4 % s s =« & <28
Cinderella News

The Mystery Labels - An Update. . . . . . . . .28

Post Haste

From Ron Sant = g a— .29

Documentation for the membership

Bylaws, Membership list ete.. . . . . . . . . .31

~ A . -~ -~ ~ A ~ A ~ ~ ~ s A -~ ~~

NEW ISSUE UPDATE

Assorted late arrivals

=]
a S
E Y

*ssssscne

sdssseny

sseenssscny

.
.
.
.
s
.
-
L]
[
.
L]
[
-
»
.
.
[}
.
.
-
.
P
.
.
.
.
-
.
.
.
.
.
.

[
-
.
.
s
.
-
.
-
.
.
.
-
.
-
-
s
.
-
s
-
+ N
.

BOT INTERNATICNAL SECURITY PRINTING LTD

Ssdennanse

downloaded from www.bicyclestamps.de



e

TANZANIA

Japanese postal card
from Josef Kuhsil

/s Y Gedelming, Surrey Bi0 248

s
N

WORKING FOR ALL CYCLISTS

Thanks, to Fiona Hedges for this cancellation
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NEW AND NEWLY ANNOUNCED ISS5LES AND PREVIODUSLY LISTED ISSUES FOR WHICH
THE DARTE OF ISBUE ANDNOR & PHOTO IS NOW AVAILABLE
kumber in set
{ AUSTRALIA 05,1970 booklet WITH 4 SELF ADHESIVE CYCLING STAHMPS
2 MALAGASRY G7.10.1987 15004 OLYMFIC BARCELOMA CYCLIST £+5+&5
3 CANADA . 1990 booklet MOVING HAIL STAMP ON REVERSE 1
4 AUBTRIA 23.03.1990 7=+3s HALF OF A& SCOUT CYCLING BADGE i
5 TURKIGH CYP, 31.00.19%0 15003 BICYCLE IN FRONT OF FOBT OFFICE 2+5
4 TURKISH CYP. 31.05.1%990 sheet BHEET OF 2¥2 DIFF Z18
7 METHERLANDS 12.06.1%70 3S5c BICYCLE IN FRONT OF POST OFFICE 2
g NETHERLANDS 12.06.1990 7iac BICYCLE IN FRONWT OF POST OFFICE 2
2 BREHADA 09.07.1990 4% OLYMPIC BARCELOWA WOMAN CYCLIST B+2S
1o JAFAN see  Z0.08,1970 booklet WORLD CYCLING CHAMPIONSHIP . 1+4B
11 JAPEN paoe 20.08.1990 booklet WORLD CYCLING CHAMPIONGSHIF 1+6B
12 JAFAN 11-13 Z0.08.1990 booklet WORLD CYCLING CHAHPIONSHIF I+&4B
13 JAPAR Z20.08.19%0 bookizt WORLD CYCLIMB CHAMFIONSHIFR 1+4b
14 JAPANR 20.08.1990 booklet WORLD CYCLING CHAMPIONGHIF 1+&B
13 JAFPRN 20.88.19%0 booklet YORLD CYCLING CHAMPIONSHIP 1+48
14 MACAD 22.09.19%90 80z ASIAN BAMES CYCLIST (set of 4) 4&+5/3
17 HACAO 22.09.1990 sheet ASIAN GAMES (sheet of 5 diff) 4+5/5
18 UGANDA 17.10.1790 &04s MICKEY MOUSE ON BICYCLE 8+25
19 NETH. ANTIL. 31.10.1%90 &63c+15c BICYCLE. CACTUS, TREE, DONKEY b
20 BREAT BRIT. 12.12.19%G 1iCo 34th E5COUT GROUP BICYCLE 4445445
Z1 GREAT BRIT. 1Z.12Z2.1%9%0 20p 34th SCOUT GROUP BICYCLE 4+445+45
22 GBREART BRIT. 12.12.1%9%90 3Sdp S4th SCOUT GROUF BICYCLE 4+45+45
23 GREAT BRIT. 12.12.1979¢ 1P 34th S5COUT GROUP BICYCLE £+48+45
{(5ee front cover and Dage ;b §nr gdditional information.)
£4 BREAT BRIT. 12.12.19%0 10p NVELOFE 34th SCOUT GROUP 1
23 INDIA 29.09.1970 &r AI ASTAN GAHES CYCLISTS 3
24 JAFAN S & A A 5 Y ECHO & FOSTAL CARD ISSUES
Z4adAFAN 01.01.1998 41v FOSTAL CARD HOUNTAIN CAT
27 SIERRA LEONE 1Z.11.1990 2001 OLYHPIC BARCELOMWA TIME TRIALIST 445
28 SIERRA LEDHE L7 B ) T MICKEY MOUSE W/BIKE SHEET 35+48
(Fhoto on nage 3}
2% TRNIANIA 08.12.1%90 Bs RAILWAYS ANTIGUE BICYCLE B+25
30 TANIANWIA 12.11.1990  30s RACES TOUR DE FRANCE CYCLIST B+25
31 ISLE 6F MAN 09.01.19%91 FREPAID ENVELOFE (See page 4)
32 ISLE OF HAN 09.01.1991 170 REFRINT 3 DIFF SETENANT 3+B
33 ISLE OF HMAN 09.01.199! opane REFRINT 3 DIFF BETENANT 3+B
34 ISLE OF MAN 09.01.1991 booklet REPRINT BIKE ON COVER 3+E
SE—-BERMNANY—— 40299 0o+ T0pFOR-—-THE SPORT—BIRLON-BLEYCLE 4

Freviously pictured issues for which

14.02.%90
04.06.90
14.06.90
12.08.%0

Isle of Man reprint 1990
Niger Olymics
Gambia Woodcarwving
Japan Triathlon boaoklet

‘72 5/8

LAST MINUTE HEWS FROH TAKAOD OND.

JAPAN

T0GO
TANZIANIA
TANZANIA
ANTIG. /BAR.
ALAND

149,
3.
27.

.01,

04,06,

12

.1990
0%,
11.

1799
1990

2.193240

1991
1991

See page 4 and B.

booklet
qof
400x=
35s
bic

2.70m

01.04.90 Cent. A4f. Rep Olvym.
i4.04.20 Gambia Baobab Tree
10.08.720 Micaragua Olympics
0%.10.90 Bhutan 505 - Fresno

DOUGLAS MARCHANT, AWD TORE JOSEFFSON
HZ-14 BICYCLE ON COVER 1
POSTHAN ON BICYCLE

OLYMFIC BARCELONA CYCLING SHEET 8+L8

UNCLE SCROUGE ON UNICYCLE C 35
BICYCLE BY TRAIN 4
BICYCLE VACATION 1
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Shiro Yag

A last minute receipt from Takao Ono,

date of issue unknown
©€5 not contain bicycle stamps)
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CYCLING CHAMPIONSHIP

KEl 3 COMPETING
RIN & WHEELS

1590.8.20 1990 WORLD CYCLING CHAMPIONSIIP
ven  inks mm size copies sheets format designer
62 L5 22.5 x 33 21,000,000 1,050,000 20 (4 x 5} Shimazu Talkashi
Offset-lithographed in black, pale blue-green, pale yellow-green, blue, & red.
Inseription: 1990-nen sekai senshuken jitensha kyégitaikai kinen

[1990 world championship bicycle tournament commemoration]

The Postal Services Ministry says that the first World T
Cycling Championship was held in 1893 in the United \}j—" | il /fﬁ
States, that one has since been held every year except \’\ \.{"TOCHIGI// .
1815-18 and 1940-45, and that the 1990 meetlin Gumma /’J-#-""’ '-\‘_\ $x R fl},f{ écf-);:
a{“ld chh}gl_ from 20 .-'-\.ugu:qs.t to 2 E:eptem‘ber s the 87th  — jF F JC J-’//K § &
championship meet and the first to be held in Asis. (. / § 25 /4

4 I". @ . / | |
The LCD (above right) and stamp (below left) both show | l\_Qr__‘_ [%.\_ﬁ r .—-”'If.-' o
bicyclists but the Ministry's Japanese announcement says | % ,/%\‘::_h_/’
the stamp design shows the track event kérin, and its kg™ ‘\“‘\ ‘\"‘\ |
IEnglish and French announcements say keirin, without i_\SAIT_m.iA \_\_,if
translating or explaining that word — despite adding that “’\” S \5‘\1
"keirin used [to] be a race unique to Japan but [was] Ny Ot
adopted as [an] official event of the World Cycling s T?-'—}E__YO%&(;\
Championship in 1980." ' A Y

The last statement suggests that the Japanese word keirin is now known to professional
cyclists worldwide, but probably unfamiliar to nearly everyone else, and the Ministry adds
to the mystification by spelling the word differently in its Japanese announcement:

Ministry spelling r—1 > kérin (katakana implies a word of Western origin)

dictionary spelling IFL YA keirin  (hiragana implies a word of East Asian origin)

The kérin spelling used in the Ministry's Japanese announcement does
not appear in Japanese dictionaries, all of which use the keirin
spelling found in the Ministry's English and French announcements.
The two spellings sound essentially ‘the same — like "kay reen' in
English —- but using katakana in the Japanese announcement implies
falsely that the word is of Western origin. In fact it is written
normally with the 2 very common ideographs shown at the top of this
page. Kei means competing, rin means wheels, and the complete
word keirin is translated simply bicycle race in Japanese-English
dictionaries. But keirin is not just any bicycle race. It is a type held
in a velodrome and (in Japan) regulated by law.

A velodrome is a sports arena equipped with a banked track for
cycling. Keirin is one of Japan's four legalized-gambling sports, along
with horse racing, motorboat racing, and motoreycie racing.

10
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Japanese cycling associations publish elaborate full-color pamphlets in English and in French
that begin with the question the Ministry ignored in its English and French announcements:
"What is keirin?" Fortunately, we were able to obtain copies of these pamphilets and other
information from U. S. Professional Cycling Federation executive director Jack W. Simes III
and from Norman Batho, editor of the Bicycle Stamps Club's quarterly Bicycle Stamps.

In Japan, keirin is governed by the Bicycle Racing Law of 1948.8.1. The first keirin race was
held on 1948.11.20-23 in Kokura (now part of Kita Kytshd City). Japan now has 50 velodromes:
41 owned by municipal governments and 9 privately owned. The tracks have laps of 500
meters, 400 meters, or 333.3 meters, laid out on an elliptical cone with a "cement concrete
or asphalt concrete" surface. Each velodrome sells ¥100, ¥200, ¥500, and ¥1,000 tickets; 75%
of the total amount bet is paid back to winning ticket holders. The other 25% ig divided
between professional eyclists and velodrome owners. Municipal governments use their profits
chiefly for public works construction. Oddly, it is the Ministry of International Trade and
Industry that regulates keirin racing in Japan. The racers' average annual income is about
¥8,000,000 and 884 cyclists earned more than ¥10,000,000 each in 1980.

The international governing bodies for cycling are the FIAC (Fédération Internationale
Amateur Cyclisme) and the FICP (Fédération Internationale du Cyclisme Professionel), linked
by the UCI (Union Cycliste Internationale), whose annual world championship meets include
both amateur and professional sections divided into track and road events. At the 1990 world
championship meet in Japan, the track races were heid in Maebashi, capital of Gumma
Prefecture, and the road races in Tochigi Prefecture between Utsunomiya and Nikka:

8.20-26 : 15 track races (7 men's amateur, 3 women's amateur, 5 men's professional)
8.29-9.2 : d road races (2 men's amateur, 2 women's amateur, 1 men's professional)

About 1,000 cyclists from 60 nations competed (500 in track races, 500 in road races). Since
keirin was one of the 5 men's professional track races, A Maebashi was the first-day post
office for the keirin stamp. The Maebashi velodrome appears on a "booklet" cover (Fig. A)
issued by Maebashi Central Post Office. Fig. A (78% of actual size) and Fig, B, a booklet
cover issued in Utsunomiya, were provided by Mr. Batho, editor of Bicycle Stamps, who reports
a total of six such covers for the 1990 cycling meet. As explained in JP 44/189, the Ministry
has issued booklet panes both with and without cover since 1987.7.23. Those issued without
cover can be resold in covers prepared by post offices, private firms, or individuals, who may
also prepare covers for blocks of fully perforated stamps (not booklet panes).

Y GREEN DOME MAEBASHI

LLEE TR S E-F 2

I b
TR0 g KRN e Ry

//"' ¥ ML k-

Tt " £
CHAMPIONSATS LU 801 2 L .
D0 CYCLSAEE 1%t} o ke
/ 1998 wObLD CreLing i d‘,'{fif_‘;t;‘f'ﬁlr" 5

CHAMPONS PG

IR 3

UTSUNOMIYA JAIAN-JAPON sm-H2-32 ENER as 515m
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WARNING: ANYBODY MAY MAKE BOOKLET COVERS

Since 1987.7.23 the Postal Services Ministry has issued not only (A) yiipén (booklet panes in covers) but also (B) pén
{bocklet panes without cavers) — all sold at face value of the stamps. So far, 9,500,000 copies of (B) have been issued,
and anybody who wants to can buy one at a post office and attach it to a cover of his own creation, calling the
combination & yupén (although some are spelling this "yupzne" or "youpane" or even "U-pane”). You may also take
a sheet of stamps, tear it into "panes" of any size you like, attach your own cover, and call that a yupén. Some &re
selling these unofficial yupén at a markup of 40% to 42% over the face value of the stamps, and reselling abroad at
four times face value. Some of these have been "recorded" with one of the 12 regional postal services bureaus in erder
to get a "regional serial number", but that does not make them povernment issues.

00000DODGCICIODOOOD0500000DODCOO000DOCIDUUUODDOOCOU000OOOGCIODDDOOOOOODDOODOOOCIOCIODDGGOOOUOOOOOOOOOOOOGOOOOUGD

at right,
PERPENDICULAR B 3 Y\ i 4
SE TENANT: e ;. -- :
1990.7.23 Letter Day | £ . S Tl g
¥515 booklet pane with (1% E ] @h J % < 3%5:5 ] & SHHE Sl
five ¥41 below five ¥62 | misih: *ﬁ?;g“*ﬁ?gg‘-@ :5“?;‘955% g|:
(78% of actual size) = GH i A HEE i H . iE

The Utsunomiya covers (Fig. B and below), baika 515 en [price Y515] were
used for single panes of the 1990.7.23 Letter Day stamps as shown above.

90 World Cycling Championships ...

Road Race events held at Utsunomiya-City
From ALgust 29th to Sepfember Znd.

'

"Yd Pane’

el ih e F

mm-Hz-31 EMER =@ 5150 §

Kanto H2-31 FEIE T
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The Maebashi covers (Fig. A and below), baika 620 en [price Y5620] were used
with a vertical block of 1@ (2 % 5) fully perforated Y62 kerin stamps (half
of a sheet of 20).

‘90 World Cyd;‘r?g Championships
Track Race event held at Maebash; - ity
from August 20th 0 August Z&th.

/ 1990 EHRASHEERRTAS

R
T T 815

§esoTEE R @ MBXNER —~ BT
an-rud PEEMRESHAIS:

1990 F B RBFIE
s ABER ERERAAR

FTHRE-H2-H EEE207 o] T P B TS

| ; ymbOl mar dGSE’Ined by Mr.Hazime Kato who %620.

|- =% is Comitee mémber of professions| cyclist unien, |

According to the Japanese philatelic agency, there were eleven swmall (33mm)
datestamps for the cycling championships - one from Maebashi (Gumma) and
ten fram Tochigi Prefecture. Maebashi and seven of the Tochigi effices
also have scenic datestamps, and one or more of these may appear on FDC's
etc., many of these are pictured on the following pages.

Bicycle Stamps Club members Shiro Yagami, Takao Ono, and Yukio Ootsu, all
residents of Japan, kindly supplied the material pictured for the World
Cycling Championships pictured on these pages.

1n addition to the six small booklets pictured above, folloving are photos
of other postal material including three medium size folders, two large
folders, which had different front covers but identical insides and rear
coversg, a First Day Announcement, two First Day Covers, and a non-
philatelic label (top of page 17).

13
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1990 WORLD CYCLING CHAMPIONSHIP

W%EﬁﬁL¥%EE$%ﬁk%
D EREYF

1990 F BT R EERA RS TR EL T, X
248 Ha0BMice2MsiEWNT 22Tl 2 L 22,

(1) 1990F R BEFHEH BEESERRSIZ DN T
MRS SR Aoald . 1893FIZ, T A A
THE1OKEAEES N ORI T, UKk, %0
WA BT (19154 ~ 19194 T UF 19404 ~1945
F) LiznZiks, BFEHEBEATVET,

1990 F H FBEFHE B EHEEE RS I8TRIB H R 22

L2307, FH2FBEH2W0WBA-,5982HF T,
HEBREER L IEARETCHESZNE T, TV T TH
wEn AEABDHTTT, Aiigom

WFIzit, 7o 7EEad s 57— (Keirin) 282

D RITE L7, iz E2:| 62 E) i 115
) w3 HAMR OB ETEETL 72 A0, 19804 B O

ED @& F & #33. 0mm « 1822, 5um
K= Bl & 7w Foth

— MR 2040 (FHES B - R4 4
2 # 2, 10075

® 1 H TR 2 58 H20HH
I £

Tk Pel (74 F—)

B (d | HERUET Fu%mwﬁké AR I

ShTtwhxT,
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CHAMPIONNATS DU MONDE
DE CYCLISME 1990

1990 HARFHEGEREAR (O—K): F#E8/29,9/1-2
e

19905 RS B
EELBTIRARTR

st

FRST ﬁﬂ\f o\;f ;49/5

1990 IR FIERERUAZTLR

1920 WORL D CYCLING

FIRST DAY OF ISSUE
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ELE BE-A 27-VELT. B :
R TEEmAUFAETERLELTEESNS
NONFEHEFREFIERLERAS) (3. |893E (A0

AUDDIAITE | BREFREECN-ERLENE
ELRBETCTSAEFEBICIEZNET,
BRIEEEEAIEM CHEESNE NSy ORELTEIEN

ERLGELUTHESRZO-KEETENEN, 73

= O D T FFE e EROENFEDER
=5 HEIET M
SRR ERORE T The 1990 WORLD CYCLING CHAMPIONSHIPS are
HATRESAZATP VP TLHTHESNS : .
to be neld bewween August 20th and Septembear Zn
1990 =
o } 1990, manly in Maebashi City and Utsunomiva City,
T1830 WORLD CYCLING CHAMPIONSHIF
g s adopung the ithems ~ uful Wina- Soeed: Power”
TCHAMPIONNATS OU MONDE DE adopting t rerms "Beauuful Wing eed: Powe
YO This event the 87th since first heid in CHICAGO,
= U.S.A in 1883 {Mep era 26], and has a proud

hustiory and tradition.
The track competiticn held in Masbashi City, and
road compettion mamly in Utsunomive City, ars the
biggest cycling events in the world, which decide the
world champions, both amateur and professional
People all over the world are keenly interested 1n
the "1880 WORLD CYCLING CHAMPIONSHIPS®
which are now heid for the first time in JAPAN and .

the Asian area.

Hf S 5 | |
POST OFFICE |
|
|
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LECTURE / DISPLAY "GO BY CYCLE!"

GLASGOW TRANSPORT MUSEUM CINEMA 8TH DECEMBER 1990 3.P.M. [m] P m]

Brian Sole is the Secretary of the British Thematic Association, a member of the Council Ofg
of the British Philatelic Federation and was recently clected a Fellow of the Royal

Philatelic Society, London.

He was a keen cycle tourist for about 15 years. After he married he started a sideline
collection of stamps and related material on the theme of the bicycle. This has now grown
into a collection which has been shown to many Societies and was awarded a large silver
medal at the International Stamp Exhibitior London 1990. -

1. Cycle Historv

No-one knows for jure when the first cycle appeared.
Baron Karl von Drais patented a primitive version in France
% | in 1817. Dennis Johnson copied the idea and built his own
i "hobby horse" in Covent Garden, London, in 1819. A -

Scotsman added treadles to drive the rear wheel in 1839 or 1840. Apparently Macmillan
once rode his bicycle into Glasgow and knacked over a girl. He was arrested and the-
following morning fined five shillings in court. The judge, however, was so impressed by
the unusual machine that he paid the fine himself. Pierre and Ernest Michaux,
perambulator and invalid carriage builders, jwere more successful with their invention by
adding cranks and pedals to the front wheel of a Draisienne in 1861. Rowley Turner
brought a Michaux velocipede to London in 1868 and started manufacturing cycles in
Coventry. In order to increase speed, the front, driving, wheel was built bigger. This
ensured that for each turn of the pedals the Ordinary or Penny-farthing covered more

round. Many racing cycle clubs were formed, including the Irvine Cycle Club in Scotland
In 1884. Alexander Fletcher covered 100 miles in a time trial on 14th May 1887
despite the poor roads. His arrival at the various check-points was verified
by Post Office hand stamps. The safety cycle proved to be faster on the road
and the track and quickly led to the demise of the ordinary bicycle. :
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e 2, Cycle Mail

. . 5 ‘,..
- When gold was discovered in Western Australia the Post Office
Q : v could not extend its services fast enough for the rapid population

§ % | %mwth. James Healy organised the deliverK of mail by cycles, at
B IE irst, and, later, by camels! Initially a one shilling and a two

‘ shillings and sixpence stamp were printed. A later issue of stamps
*MEIRE 28 of denominations of sixpence, two shillings and five shillings
2 - showed a man on a caniel, instead of a bicycle but, the inscription
"Coolgardie Cycle Express Company" remained. Even fewer examples are known of the
Lake Lefroy Goldfield stamp, value sixpence issued in 1897 by the organisers Hillier &
Maskell. It was a strike by the Pullman staff which led to the issue of the Fresno - San
Francisco Cycle Mail diamond shaped stamp in 1894. The first few hundred stamps has
"Francisco" misspelt. The Siege of Mafeking in 1900 led to the birth of the blues - not the
song but the two stamps printed on blue paper. Cadet Sgt Warner Goodyear and his
bicycle were shown on the 1d stamp and Colonel Baden Powell on the 3d stamp. The
stamps were printed in sheets of 12 and the bottom right-hand corner stamp of each sheet
has a distinctive cracked plate variety, The Clacton High School Christmas Post, began in
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3. Leisure Cycling

Children love the freedom of a cycle but must learn road
safety. Ladies, too, rode cycles in greater numbers after the
invention of the safety cycle. An interest in cycling can lead to
joining a Touring Club or Federation. The earliest stamp
featuring a cycle was a local issue from Frankfurt - on - Main

in 1887 for the 4th convention of the German Cyclists
Federation. In 1898 the New Zealand government printer prepared approx. 2000
postcards headed *New Zealand Cyclists’ Touring Club’. The 50th anniversary of the
Cyclists’ Touring Club in 1928 was celebrated with the issue of a label printed by Perkins
Bacon, and sold at 3 old pence per 100 to members. Special handstamps have been used
by the C.T.C. e.g. 20.7.69 25th Anniversary of the York Rally, 31.8.74 SOth Anniversary
of the Derby District Association and 5.8.78 Centenary of C.T.C. The cycle can be used

also to raise money for charity and to provide entertainment. . OmE
4. War by Cycle - opY

The section includes an OHMS cover postmarked 12 Oct 1914
with a cachet, Highland Cyclist Battalion and the ink

inscription "Mobilization ", There are picture postcards of
military cyclists some postally used with censor marks on the
reverse. Unfortunately, vignettes of uniformed cyclists printed
by a Frenchman Delandre had no postal validity. In World War I, a series of 36 military
cycle battalion "stamps" were produced by Switzerland officially, - mainly for propaganda
purposes. In Norway, special application was needed on officially pre-printed postal
stationery to obtain a replacement cycle or cycle tyre.

S, Cvcle Racing

The manufacture of the cycle led almost immediately to cycle
racing. Tactics play an important part in the sprint events on
the track. Riders stand still, whilst clipped into pedals,

for minutes at a time to avoid taking the lead and giving shelter
to an opponent. Motor-paced events result in increased speeds.
On the road there are time trials against the clock and road races. In addition, cross
country races with bicycles known as cyclo-cross, are described. Numerous stamps and
post-marks illustrate all categories of racing at national and international level. Stage
races vary from 2-3 days up to 3 weeks for the Tour de France. The 50th anniversary of
this event was commemorated by France in 1953.

REPUBLIUE TOGOLAISE
+ IAUITASOHIIE Ja 1N -

The dis;glay_show§ how a thematic collection may be developed and includes material not
acceptable in national thematic competitions. Another collector might approach the same
theme in a completely different way. Thematics are fun, and provide a lot of pleasure.

il JAK 1382 ENHELS, BAIGBLISES
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My introduction to Thematics

ovE C. RPedley

Quite frankly | got tired of the narrow confines of a
single country collection and the even greater
restrictions of concentrating on a particular pericd
or a particular value, normally called
‘specialisation’. This plus the fact that | had
practically decided that, since there was no way |
could now aiford 1o centinue collecting in this field,
| would have to lock for a less demanding hobby.

It happened by chance that | heard a lecture on
Thematic Collecting (I was due fo attend another
meeting at the same venue). It was my good fertune
that it was by a man who was able to communicaie
his enthusiasm to his audience and to demonsirate
that my old idea of Themctic Collecting (fo collect

'‘mps of the same subject and to mount page atter
page of them as per catalocgue) was totaily wrong. |
had to read his ‘paper’ many times before | could
really understand it buf, finally, | was able fo
condense it to just three main poinis, The Subject, |
The Plan and The Source.

It was made quite clear that choosing ‘The Subject’
was of vital imporiance. It was not goed encugh fo
lock through a catalogue and pick a subject just
because it looked atffractive and many issues had
been produced with it as the main interest. That is,
unless it happened to be a subject in which you
were personally interested, in which case it would
be fine, because it is essential that you choose a
theme that you know well, not philatelically but
practically. As far as | was concerned it was an easy
declsion to make—it had fo be ‘The Bicycle'. | think
there is no other sport like it and I've been involved
with it, one way and another, since | was a
teranager.
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fricycle style
Rickshaw in Laos

Having passed this milestone the next question was,
How?, where should | start, how should | tackle it?
Thiswas where 'The Plan' came into it. It was obvious
that, due to the complexity of a Thematic Collection
and without a catalogue to fall back con, a Plan was
nof just a good ideaq, it was a necessity. It was the
most difficult problem but once solved the rest
became plain sailing.

One of the first things you learn when you decide to

. fake up this discipline is that the world is your oyster.

‘The Source’ is unlimited. | realised that | could
collect anything that had been Postaily Issued that
had a Bicycle or a Cycling connection. A liftle
philatelic knowledge was useful here but only to
know who had issued what and when! ‘Postally
Issued’ means anything that has been issued by
postal Authorities, either directly or under licence,
(meter marks, maxi-cards efc.) but it does not
include privately issued postcards or advertising of
any type., continued
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My introduction to Thematics
by F. C. Pegley

| personally feel that if a private item has been
produced for the sole purpose of being sent
through the Post then it should be admissible but |
appreciate that if | want to compete in anything
above Society level then | have to abide by the
rules (at least until they are amended).

- -
!_{bBEF%L:UES

GRAND PRIX
INTERNATIONAL

// 32 Dimanche

de Septembre

~3-88

loBr_FGUF:S

Meter Mark advertising the International
Grand Prix, Isbergues, in 1988

Needless to say, | was over the moon when my enfry
was made the Winner af Thematica '89. When one
considers that it had been judged by Thematic
Collectors and not by accredited Judges then
surely one should think that perhaps John Fosbery's
only rule 'That the entry must be visually atiractive' is
quite sufficient! { have only been collecting
thematically for three years and | must say thatlam
thoroughly enjoying myself, perhaps because | feel
that it is a far more personal way of collecting and

showing stamps. It has certainly put the FUN back
into if.
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THE MOROCCO AGENCIES CYCLE POST

by Richard Garcia

By 5
il

11 Grea:

sh post offic
regquesing

n charge of the Brin
tzr at Tangler,

niorm vou that the postman here has submitied to me
increase of the delivery area 1n Rcﬁ t, the town now
stretch g OJI far two or thres kilometres from the Post Office, he can
no longer get through his work without a Iicycle.

‘Mohamed has had for some y or more an old bicycle which
he bought of his own meney. but v has cost him since he bought
It more money in repairs than he would have had to pay for a new
machine. | beg to sugagest that. &t any rate, one bicycle for the use
of the postman here Is a real necessity, il we are to deliver
correspondence &l a respeciable pace and get through the work "

Post Office Archivess eai a memo to Lendon, dated 3 December
1831, giving details of the hicycles allocated 1o, or used by, the
postmen at the various Brl 1sh post olfices in Merocco.

Office Cycle cr  Official ar Numpber Remarks
Foot post  Private cycle  Cutdoor
Officers
Casablanca tricycle Official 2 |1 postman &
& bicycle 1 contractor
Fez cycles {2) Private () 2 1 Official
cycle sought
cycle 1
cycle 1
cycle 1
cycie 1
foot = 2 1 postman &
| coniractor
Tetuan cycle Private 1

cycles in
1 officers

ias granted. The P

Notes Fez request for a cyc
sed for delivery and

use at Tetuan ceasad to b
perform deliveries on f

Further examination of the papers reveals a mosl interesting letter
from the British Pbs:mabter at Tangier tc the Secretary ol the G P.O.
London, dated 30 January 1831, An exwract is quoted below and no
apclogy is made for the siory tile,

The Theft of the Casablanca Bicycle
"air,

the offici

the honour 1o report i
st Office Agency, Casabl anca, was TQIm
premises on tl"c 4th of Dz:cembrr last i] e 1

dt three Kl rrﬂxrﬁ:. frcr1 [hl:., oost
g a bell, saddle arnd electr 1" la e
a y itted, were missing wi
disuo\-‘ered ar.d a]though the police ccrtmued Ika

have not been able to trace these accessories. T
a further sum of 98 francs has been ciaim
December, 1930, account. as repalrs to bicyc
cycle was last used | e postman who, after fi ng his daily
ibutien, placed the cy he entrance to the post office.
is appears 1o have been the practice {or many vears and tl e cycle
should be reasonably safe {rom thigves, 11 which case [ do not think
t nat the posiman can be held respon sm!e far any culpable ne—g' 1
t i1z a moot point whether it is advantageous to supply Agencies

i tb~ Casablanca

ulside t

I

1

with L'IL’.‘\Cle.: Ownng 1o the great developmen: of Cas nca
cther Maroccan towns, disiances batween cne point and an

consmﬁrab‘e and the bicycle, in careful hands, affcrds an easy ar

apid means of locomonon and, as a saver of ime, 1t's use 15 cbviou
On the other hand, claims for repair are constantly being made a
although occasaonql repairs are no doubt nec c%a*v 1t 1s behe
that much damage 1s caused by rough useage as the Moor treats a
bicycle as he would a horse, and that is never gently, At Casablanca
there are also a consideraple number of bags to be carnad about
and the bicycle is no doubt frequently overloaded to save a journey.
" In these circumstances | suggest that the Caszablanca office should
be supplied with a strong tnicycle fined with a commoedious wooden
receptacle capable of contaiming about four to six fair sized bags.
This would simpliy the question of va*sport nd, as a ineycele cannot
be raced in the same way as a bicycle, rough useage would to & graat
exient be eliminated

A new porter, named Mohamed ben Niss, has been engaged ai
Casanlanca as from the 15th of December last, in the place of Moklou
The latter was guilty of Dreqk'wg inio the parcel room in order to ol
and deliver parcels with the assumed intention of obtaining a gramity
irom the addressees. The matter was reported to Tangier and the
Managing Clerk was instrucied to dispense with Mokloul s services,
ahhcug] the incident tock place at & very busy time and some
Aifficulty was experienced 1n finding a switable substitute. Moklouf
left of is own accord on the 15th of December, after having been
made to pay for the damage done to the parcel room door”

1d
Tare
nd

s.

o fd

With acknowledgement to the Post Office Archive for then
co-operation.
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A Bicycle Fhilatelist Lives in China
By Haymond V. See

Une of my correspondente in ang Kong had provided me with &n interesting card sometime ago, but due to the fact that
could read hardly any Chinese, I did not knov much sbout it. Therefore, another letter vas sent requesting additional

information about it,
Thanke to Hr. Y.T. Lee, I a® nov able to tell an interesting story to the wenbers of the Bicycle Stamps Club,
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The man responsible for printing this card is Lee Chin Po. Like most of ug, he is also a cyclist and philatelist vhose
interest is in the bicycle thenme.

In 1985, Hr. Po dreemed of travelling to 14 provinces of China by bicycle. This trip is going to be a record ride for
him, =0 to chronicle the event (as vell as to produce some bicycle philatelic material for himself and his friends), he
comnissioned a local printer to print some cards, the intention being to have them postearked at the postal oifices of the
different provinces,

The journey commenced on April 25, 1986. the 14 provinces visited are as follovs; Kiang-Su, An-Hei, Ho-Nan, Sim-Sai,
Kin-Ha, lnner Hongolia, San-Say, Ho-Pei, Tien-Chin, Lin-Nin, Chi-Lin, Hei-Long-Kvang, Peking, and San-Tung. It took him two
months to complete his journey from Kisng-Su province and back.

The card is printed in light green, the road map in orange, and the gignature blocks in red.

The Bicycle postmark is in red and is believed to have been privately produced, thus probably un-official, It
reads, "Lee Ching Fo on his trip to 14 provinces for philatelic purpose, Kiang-5u Song-Chou 1986-4-25."

Another postwark, this one in black, appears at the center of the card. This is the tovnmark of Kiang-Su Song-Chou
province and is official, The date is aleo 1986-4-25

Therefore the card is a First Day of Journey card.
Although it iz addressed and quite philatelic in fors, it did not go through the meil end iz nothing more than a

souvenir. Hovever it does provide ug vith tangible evidence of the bicycle philatelist who lives in China.
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inated by the Eroup Leader Mr. David Haspton and his sife. 1t operated
oilecting boxes were plared in various chops eround the town and at Shrub
1 fact, the J4th, Broup operates.

The delivery of mail =
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et mail in somre areas pr
by the scout’s pareais &
handstazp without a date.

areas were found to be more practicable.  The actusl del

o eplitiing the zres within the borough inte LS delivary r
da]
kz stasps were used, but the covers receivad

I to raise fueds to assist in providing a mew scout hut

The reasons for ru
dust over 2,000 let
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PR R O L I L T L e g
THE HYSTERY LABELS - AN UPDATE

The liet of known "Hystery Labels' is groving. Except for & fev I don’t have and whose photo is too poor to reproduce,
this sussarizes those known by your Editor. For additional information see BS4, p.34, HSS, p.11-13, BSG, p.12-13, and BS7, p.7.

I you knov of others please let se knov,
# "7/) "'}“/Z_

g g i i =

RED + BLug
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Post Haste ~ By Bicycle

In Bulgaria

The life of a Bulgarian postman would
appear to have been both cbmgero us and
unrewareling Having run the gauntlet of
bandite in the mountains hisfraffered
letter is viewed with deepsuspicion.

Card J_pu.b)is}uci 2’3 nug-get Boot Polish ,cirea 1910,
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Post Haste~By Bicycle

In Jndia

e »
THE CRDERLY CYCLIST.

Advertieing carde and poe “rds
from the collection of Ran nt
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