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From the Editor May 10, 1993

the poor quality printing o
BES13B and have enclosed a better copy

Tore Josefssan, our European reasresentative and
asurer, has cpened a Giro account in Sveden for the
renience of Club members. Membor=zhip subscriptions must
be paid in Swedish kroner when making payment to this
account. The renewal subscription for one year is about 160
SER. Renewal notices will be sent when due.

Payment should be made to: Account nr. &1 17 25-3
Bicvycle Stamps Club
Ostra Gunnesgarde B8c
£-41743 Goteborg
Sweden

Our English members may cantinue to make payment in

pounds sterling to:
Account nr 28.228. 5806

Anthea and Ian Dodd
16Z Darley Avenue, Chorlton,
Manchester, England M21 2JH
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NEW ISSUE UPDATE

1. OLUMBIA 110p XTIV NATIDRAL GAMES FROG CYCLIST SELVAGE
2. MONGOLIa [CIEEE - sheet OLYMPIC BARCELONA PICTOGRAM MARGIN 9+25
= MONGGLIA oy 4 « LI 30 OLYHMPIC BARCELOHA CEYELIET D 2g
SINGAPORE P12 1992 e MACHINE VENDED TRISHAW 15
2. SINGAPORE Bk, 1982 fide MACHINE VENDEL TRISHAW 1o
5. SINGAPORE i 1932 1.9e MACHINE VENDED TRISHAW 16
7. SIHGAPORE lale 1952 20c MACHINE VENDED TREISHAW le
3. SINGAFPORE 01.12. 1392 29Cc MACHINE VENDED TRISHAW 16
3. SINGAPORE al,4d, ega 30e MACHINE VENDED TRISHAW 16
L0, SINGAPORE Gl 13. 1952 s ) MACHINE VENDED TRISHAW 16
L1. SINGAFPORE B8l.N2. 1982 4Cc MACHINE VENDED TRISHAW 16
L2. SINGAPORE Gl 12 982 S50 MACHINE VENDED TRISHAW 16
13 SINGAPORE Ol 12 1992 &60c MACHINE VENDED TRISHAW & =
L-__ SINGAPORE G1:12: 1892 70c MACHINE VENDED TRISHAW 16
153. SINGAPORE ileikee 1892 Fise MACHINE VENDED TRISHAW 16
16. SINGAPORE fOl..X2, 1592 80c MACHINE VENDED TRISHAW 16
17. SINGAPORE 01.12.1932 1.00s MACHINE VENDED TRISHAW 16
18. SINGAPORE 01.12.1952 1.50s MACHINE VENDED TRISHAW 16
19. SINGAPORE 01.12.1992 2.00s MACHINE VENDED TRISHAW 16
20. SINGAPORE 01.12.1992 cover TRISHAW COMMEMORATIVE 16
Z21l: ER POLYNESTIA 06;03: 1298 33f POLYNESIANS SCHOONERS & BICYCLES 4
22. FR POLYNESIA 06.03.1993 231l POLYNESTANS SCHOONERS & BICYCLES 4
A photo of the Fr. Polynesia issue 1is not yet available.
23. ANDORRA . « 8998 == TOUR DE FRANCE ?
A photo of the Andorra issue is not yet available.
24. MALDIVES i .19972 20Rf EURO DISNEY PLUTO WITH BIKE TIRE 35
25. BUYAXNA 3 .193? sheet TOY TRAINS SHEETLET OF 9 DIFF MARGIN B85+8S
26. OGUYANA % .193? =sheet TOY TRAINS SHEETLET OF 9 DIFF MARGIN B85+8S5
27. GUYANA : .193? sheet TOY TRAINS SHEETLET OF 9 DIFF MARGIN B85+85
28. GUYANA .199? sheet TOY TRAINS SHEETLET OF 9 DIFF MARGIN 85+85
Numbers 27 and 28 have been seen on a dealer‘s list but no
photo is available yet.
25  JAPAN ; .1997 41Y NEW YEAR POSTAL CARD 2%
30. JAPAN i 1897 41Y NEW YEAR POSTAL CARD 1
31. JAPAN 5 1997 ALY ECHO CARD 1
32. Congo ; 18972 50+ OLYMPIC BARCELONA TELE-COMM SAT & BIKE

A photo of the Congo issue is not yet available.

Thanks to Tore Josefsson, Takao Ono, Bert Schapelhouman and Shirc Yaogami,
Rupert Waltl, and Raymond See for information about the above new issues.
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FRENCH POLYNESIA—
. May 6: 100th An-
niversary of the Binh of Jacques Boullaire, 32fr, 36fr, two
engravings by Boullaire showing Polynesians and schooners;
394r, 51fr, two more engravings showing Polyncsians, schoo-
ners and bicycles. Four-color intaglio in sheets of 10, Frcnch
Govemment Printing Office.
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Toy Train of the Weorld - Series of 1992E25E £
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10 UNN'S STAMP NEWS

MAY 10, 1993

Three versions of French
Stamp Day stamp

France released at least
three. versions of its 1993
Stamp Day issue, according
to a report by J.H. Braun of
‘Chicago, Ill.

The three versions are a

‘World of

New Issues
;__By Denise Hatton

‘semipostal sheet stamp with a
‘denomination of 2.50 francs+
60 centimes, a semipostal
‘booklet stamp with the same
‘denomination and a booklet
stamp that does not have the
surtax added. ]
[#Braun reports that this is
Ithe’ first time that a French
-!Stamp Day stamp has been
issued without a surtax. The
{stamp is simply denominated
12.50fr.

~ The sheet stamp was pro-
duced in sheets of 50.

“Each 19.30fr booklet con-

tains three semipostal stamps
and four copies of the stamp
without the surtax. The semi-
postal and non-semipostal
stamps are se-tenant. The
booklet stamps are perforated
cn all four sides.
- According to information
from the French- philatelic
‘agency, the booklet semi-
postal and the sheet ~semi-
postal are identical, but
have a warm yellow fluores-
cent glow, while the white
areas of the beoklet stamp
have a bluish white fluores-
cent glow.. . . .

Another difference between
the two is the selvage, which
is white on the sheet stamp
and red on the booklet stamp.

Braun says that this is not the
case.

He reports that if the

Also, only booklet stamps
can be se-tenant with the
2.50fr non-semipostal stamp,

stamps are examined under and all pairs of the semi-

ultraviolet white

arcas of

light, the
the sheet

starmps

The sheet version of
France's Stamp Day semi-
postal stamp. The blowup
depicts an inscription with
the ‘“‘ITVF" Initials of the
French printing office.

postal stamp are the sheet
version.

The Stamp Day stamps
show a poster from Jacques
Tati's film The Big Day. The
poster feawres a village post-
man with a bicycle. France
issued both the sheet and
booklet stamps March 8 (ad-
vance date March 6).
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LOCAL HEROES
The Deliverv of Private Mail

Introduction

Over the lengthy history of government
postal services in countries around the world
there have been a number of private ventures,
almost always of relatively shert duration.
These have generally been local services in
answer to specific needs at given locations, or
in response 1o specific opportunities envi-
sioned by entrepreneurs.

Occasionally these were known and ac-
cepted by the government postal authorities,
but frequently came into came into conflict
with the government monopoly and were
forced to terminate. In many cases special
stamps were printed to be used with these pri-
vate services. They have come to be known as
“local™ issues, with validity limited to a spe-
cific town or district.

An interesting facet of locals in the fact that
a number of them involved the delivery of
postage by bicycle, and of further interest the
fact that many of these issued stamps showing
bicycles in the design. Many of these “local™
bicycle issues have received extensive docu-
mentation over the vears regarding location,
circumstances of origin., government monop-
oly implications, delivery difficulties, and the
design and printing of stamps. It is the pur-
pose of this writing to assemble a group of
some of the more imporiant bicycle “locals,”
with a coverage of the historical events and
emphasis on the involvement of the bicycle in
the delivery of these mails.

Parisian Parcel Post - 1886

A number of private transport services had
been established in Paris, and in 1890, the
local government entered the scenc and
awarded the entire service to a single private
organization.

This was known as “La Societe des Colis
Postaux de Paris pour Paris.” Tricycles fitted
with seat-boxes were used, since the mailed
iterns were small packages requiring consider-
able space for transporting. There were sev-
eral hundred depots where mail would be
picked up twice daily on a very punctual
schedule. From these points, the cyclists
transported the mail to a central station In
Paris from which bicyvcle deliveries were
made. again by tricycle.

bv Cvuclists

by Carl Wiedman

The service was an excellent ong, and the
primary use was for the delivery of small
packages by pharmacies. Stamps were issued
for this service. and in deference to the impor-
tance of medical deliveries, the design shows
a tricycle wheel and a caduceus. or medical
symbol. The service did not run on Sundays.

The tricycle postal delivery service was used
for only four months, since the loads continued
to grow and the tricycle carrier baskets became
inadequate. Hofse drawn carriages were em-
ployed beginning January 1. 1891,

Local German Services - 1886-1900

Germany’s Heinreich von Stephan was a
19th century innovator whose interest in inter-
national postal affairs provided the ground-
waork for the Universal Postal Union. He was
the first postmaster of the newly formed Ger-
man nation. and was greatly concerned with
mails moving across borders, regarding mails
moving within cities as a trivial matter. As a
result. postal regulations in Germany at the
end of the century contained wording which
was interpreted to permit private services 10
operate within cities. The language used the
term “place-to-place™ in defining the re-
stricted scope enjoyed by the government,
which was construed to mean “cily-to-city,”
or Tcountry-to-country.”

As a result. during this time as many as 160
small towns in Germany set up private serv-
ices to provide local delivery of the mail

within their township borders. Bicycle deliv-
ery was used for many of them, and records
indicate that in several of these the bicycle was
definitely used for the transportation of mail.
These included the “Hammonia™ bicycle post
in Hamburg and also in Brunswick, and the
“Courier” bicyele post in Kiel. At that time,
other modes of local mail transport service

were by trains, boats, balloons, and even car-
rier pigeons, and each of these was shown in
the design of local stamps. One of the stamps
in the Hamburg set shows a tricycle that was
representative of the type of vehicle that was
used for the delivery of mail.

Other private German issues with bicycles
were the Bochum set of six, each showing a
rider on an ordinary and holding a lefter, and
Frankfurt-on-Main, showing an ordinary. The
latter was privately issued in commemoration
of the German Cyclist’s Federation and while
the stamp design did not depict mail delivery,
bicyeles were indeed used extensively for this
purpose in Frankfurt.
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In 1900 the German government terminated
these private services. The term Tplace-to-
place™ then meant “house-to-house.” and
from that Lime on this became the scope of
government mail delivery service.

Western Australia-Coolgardie District-
1893

With the discovery of gold in the Coolgardie
District of Western Australia in 1892, thou-
sands ol miners moved into the area. A na-
tional post office was opened in 1893 which
provided mail delivery. but enly on a weekly
basis. As a means of improving the service,
James A. Healy organized a private service
that same year, using cyclists to carry mail be-
tween Coolgardie and Southern Cross, a dis-
tance of 190 kilometers.

CYCLE EXPRESS
u ; i & .

\'..)‘_ -

This cycle express service was extended to
other gold field areas that year, and to addi-
tional locations in 1894 and 1895. The stam-
ina of the cyclists could be judged by the great
distances involved. Most of the runs were
lengthy, with one to Lake Darlot measuring
nearly 430 kilometers. This run normally took
three days, which was quite remarkable con-
sidering the conditon of the roads and the op-
pressive heat in that region.

Healy claimed to have made £50 a trip, and
the service was well patronized. One of the
cyelists was recorded 1o have carried a mail
load of 80 Ibs. on one of the bicycle runs. In
1894 Healy introduced two cycle express
stamps to help pay for the service. These
stamps were sold by Healy in his head office
in Coolgardie and also by his agents located
throughout the goldficids. When mail was col-
lected in the felds for transport o Coolgardic
and then 1o the owside world. normal Western

Conlgardic Camel Post:

Healy was an astute businessman, and in
[883 when the cycle express fell under attack
by the postal authorities, he considered the
possibilities of the philatelic market o augs-
ment his income. By that time the service had
substituted camels on some of the more distant
runs. and Healy set about designing a new set
of stamps to publicize this service. These re-
tained the Coolgardie Cycle Express logo, and
showed a camel rider in place of a cyclist.

In December 1896 the service was sup-
pressed by the Western Australia Post Office,

aving regarded rthe service as an infringe-
ment ol its monopoly.
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Lake Lefroy Goldfields:

By late 1896 the Post Office had extended
its service to most parts of the Western Austra-
lia gold fields enabling them to service these
areas after they closed Healy’s cycle and
camel service. There was still one remote area
left unserviced, however. at the distant Lake
Lefroy goldfields. Two local men, H. Lacey-
Hillier and F.E. Maskell decided to undertake
a local cycle post, possibly without even
knowing that Healy’'s service had been
terminated.

Their stamp had “Cycle Mail™ printed on it
and pictured a black swan. It first appeared in
Februarny of 1887. The private service was
used in connection with the transport of mail
from Lake Lefroy to Coogardie, with normal
postage still required for letters going beyond
Coolgardie. Thus the postal authorities be-
came aware of this service and the use of the
swan stamps. and in carly 1897 caused the
service and stamp usage to be terminated.

Fresno-San Francisco-1894

In mid-1894 there was a wide-spread rail-
road sirike in the United States, and communi-
cations between many of the large cities was
disrupted. When the strike began. it was in-
tended 10 stop only Pullman car operations.
but by late June there was wide-spread vio-
lence and boveotting that effectively stopped
all mail transportation in many areas.

This strike was in the aftermath of the major
depression of 1893, While there was labor un-
rest and hardship 1894, cveling had become a
great pasume. with many bicyele clubs. rac-
ing evenrs, tours. and wide-spread interest by

The design of bicycles had reached an ad-
vanced “safety™ stage incorporating light-
ness, pneumatic tires, and good over-all
mechanical design.

A cyclist named Arthur C. Banta lived in
Fresno, California, at the time, and was an
agent fur Victor Cycles manufactured by the
Overman Wheel Company. Banta decided to
increase his business by introducing a local bi-
cycle mail service between Fresno and San
Francisco. a distance of 210 miles. Eugene
Donze, an associate of Banta's learned of the
plans and. as he was an engraver. proposed
the design ol a stamp to be used in conjunction
with the service. It was planned that the sale
and use of these stamps would cover the 23
cent fee for the transport of letters,

Postal officials were aware of the proposed
service, but chose not to interfere inasmuch as
the strike had terminated normal deliveries
and revenues. Part of their acceptance was
based on the lact that regular U.S. postage had
to be affixed to each envelope as well as the
private 23 cent stamp.

Banta had spent several days formulating
his plans, including the selection of a route.
printing and distribution of advertising circu-
lars, opening an office, and the hiring of capa-
ble bicycle riders. The 210 mile route was
divided into seven relay sections, with a dif-
ferent cyclist for each section. Except for the
relay into and out of San Francisco, each rider
was o remain at the northern or southern end
of his route until receiving mail from the rider
on the adjacent leg. Banta was a capable rider
himself and made certain that only qualified
cyclists were employed in order to provide a
speedy service.

Provision was made for possible accidents,
and at 4:40 a.m. on Saturday morning, July 7,
1894, the f{irst mail scheduled to leave was
taken to the post office. This mailing had 15
letters with 10 additional to be picked up at
intermediate points. None of these had the pri-
vate stamps, as they were not ready at that
time.

On that same day the Donze die was com-
pleted and iniual stamps printed. The first
printing of 816 stamps was received on Satur-
day July 7, 1894, at 3:00 p.m. While Donze
was 4 capable engraver, (as well as an em-
balmer). his spelling ability was somewhat
lacking. The initial die design and first printed
stamps contained the wording FRESNO AND
SAN FRANSISCO BICYCLE MAIL
ROUTE.
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The error in spelling was discovered and the
engraver immediately notified. The ©"§7 was
changed quickly and somewhat clumsily (o a
“C7 by filling in the bouom loop. and appar-
ently some of the corrected stamps were
printed that same day. The lirst scheduled
service use of the stamps was a product of the
retouched die, and they were applied 1o letters
carried on the next day. the July 8 mail run
which started at 3:00 a.m.

Supplementary to the printed stamps. a die
was cut to be used for {ranking of printed
postal envelopes having the normal 2 cent
postal stamping, This second die contained the
corrected ~C but the conliguration of the
“C0 strangely. contained the same Hlled-in

design as the corrected ~C™ in the first die.
While the stamps were green in color. the
printed envelope stamps were sepia. July 12
was the date of the first bicycle run using the
franked envelopes.

The railroad strike effectively ended on Tuly
15, and normal mail service resumed. The
Donze dies were defaced. and stamps and en-
velopes from this short-lived private service
are of great interest to collectors. Records in-
dicate that cyclists had delivered mail as
follows:

25 letters without bicvele stamps on July 7.
1894

315 letters with bicyvele stamps

40 letters using franked envelopes

380 Total to Julyv 16, the last day of the local
mail delivery

At a price of 23 cents per slamp for a possi-
hle return of less than S1{K). one wonders how
much compensation the cyclists received.

The Fresno-San Francicso stamps and cov-
ors have attained great interest among collec-
tors. and good copies of the scarcest. those
with the incorrect spelling. commanding hun-

dreds of dollars.

Cape of Good Hope-Mafeking-1900

The Mafeking loczl sramp issue was closely
tizd in with historical events associated with
the founding of the Boy Scout movement.
During the Boer War, Colonel Robert Baden
Powell commanded the besieged British garri-
son in the arca of Mateking. The Boer forces
had attacked the Briush in Mafeking on Octo-
ber 12, 1899, and a defense network was
quickly established. Buden Powell organized a
cadet corps nicknamed “Boy Scouts” 1o sneak
through the Boer lines with messages and sup-

plies for the hesieged roops.

The Boers had installed field artillery to
shell Mafeking, and the town wus subjected to
heavy bombardment. A the start. messages
were carried through enemy lines by native
runners, They were paid lor their services ini-
dally i catle. and eventually in a monctary
fee amounting to the substantial figure of £25
per run. If they were caught they were sum-
marily shot by the encmy.

In spite of the prevailing military situation,
Raden Powell exercised his ingenuity in orga-
nizing a cadet corps of boys 9 years of age and
upward who received good training in camp-
ing. hiking, woodworking. and eventually ina
bicvele messenger service.  Ther delivery
services were within the besicged arca. as Ba
den Powell did not choose 1o send the young
cadels through enemy territory at the risk of
their lives that the runners had to take. The
cadets were issued khaki uniforms, and were
trained under Baden Powell’s chief stail offi-
cer, Major Lord Edward Cecil. Thus began
the Boy Scout movement, which has become
an important educational training opportunity
for young boys all over the world.

It was determined that stamps should be
used to help defray the costs of delivery, and
two stamps were designed and printed under
the siege conditions, one showing Colonel Ba-
den Powell and the other showing Cadet Ser-
geant Major Warner Goodyear astride a bicy-
cle. Warner was an enthusiastic leader within
the scour movement, and was the very model
of the ideal Boy Scout. The design showing
Goodyear on a safety bicycle was both an
honor to him as well as a good depiction of the
cadet corps mail delivery service. Truly local
heroes.

The sicge ended on May 17, 1900, and mail
delivery services were returned o the regular
postal authornite

Barcelona Postal Express - 1904-1933

This private service was created for postal
delivery within Barcelona. as an improvement
over both the cost and the service provided by
the government post. This was accomplished
hy the use of bicycle couriers, Early in the
service stamps of 7 diflerent values were is-
sued. ecach value in separate shects of 30
stamps. Each sheet featured 30 different fe-
male fieures as the main subject. with a small
bicycle postman in the top lelt corner.

Deliveries were by bicycle, with the stamps
being used only from 1904 10 1907. Alter that
the service continued without the usc of
stamps.

Examples of these stamps are in some of the
major collections, but most were apparently
discarded so that examples are quite rare. It s
doubtful if there is any extensive coverage of
the 210 varieties in any collection.

Italy, 1944-Coralit Issue

In 1944 the Italian government gave the
Corrieri Alta Italia (Coralit) authorization (o
provide a cycle mail service over four routes
extending from Venice. Letters were pre-paid
ar the normal postal rate, plus a fee of 14 lire
per 10 grams, and deliveries were by bieycle.
After 1945 the military government of the oc-
cupational forces gave approval for restarting
the service. Twelve different stamps were
printed and sold to pay for this service, with
four showing a bicycle over a map of Italy.

A number of other Ttalian private mail serv-
ices existed during the war-torn 1944-45
period, including in the Campioni, Padua.
Castigliol, and Firenze dreas. One of these
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was Pilacenza, a parusan mail service orga-
nized by underground organizations in con-
et with the Fascists and Nazis. The services
were organized in absolute secreey, and biey-
cle deliveries were the norm because of nu-
merous road blocks. luel shortages, and un-
availability of motor vehicles.

These services terminated in 1946 when
normal Italian postal services resumed.,

Timaru, New Zealand-1968

Timaru 1s a coasial wwn in New Zealand,
and in December 1968, a private service was
created for local deliveries of mail at prices
below the New Zcaland postal rates. lo
achieve this, young boys on bicycles were em-
ployed for pick-up and delivery services out-
side of regular school hours. The service was
known as “Postes Moulins™ and the charge
was 2 cents for regular letters.

The service was not publicized outside the
local area, but eveniually the New Zealand
Post Office learned about it, and the service
was required to cease in April 1969,

Editors note: Much has been written indica-
ting the “'Postes Mouling' was an elaborare
hoax perpetrated by a group of vouths. Whar-
ever the case, the controversy has undoubted!y
been one of the facrors causing the value of
these very plain and unarrractive siamps 1o re-
main high.

=taddspos

Netherlands - 1970-1991

The Dutch postzl authorities have been
more permissive than most other countries in
allowing local and private postal deliver
services 10 operate. These have sometimes
started on the occasion of postal strikes, bur
Irequently are simply local services in compe-
tition with the Dutch Post Office.

In several cases stamps have been issued in
conjunction with th very service. Some of
these are:

AMNEm’ =oomas e o e ed923- 1970

Frvslan ... o0 o O8O

Entre nation ... ... ... 1983
Poststaking

Apeldoorm ..., .. . 1-1-1989
20 Year Private Post

BI8T s sommmnn ¢ v skl 99

|

STADSPOST 50c¢

ad A0 e R Bt 2SO0 Rg a0

NHOOA 34V

*20 jaar ™

There are those whao feel that the sales of

local and privately issued stamps of the Neth-
erlands to collectors is perhaps a greater fi-
nancial incentive than their use for the deliv-
ery of the mail. Some of the above may have
seen litle postal usage,

With the extensive use of bicycles in Hol-
land, and with the extensive paved bike lanes
alongside the regular motor-ways, bicycle
mail delivery has proven 1o be efficient and
prompt.

Bl Bl B e e B

Boca Raton, Florida-1974

This service was founded by Herman Herst
on June 18,
the coast of Florida near Boca Raton. The is-
land is connected to the mainland by a bridge,
and the service provided island pickup and de-
livery to the mainland post office. To pay for
the service Herman issued a 5 cent stamp
which was used in addition to the regular U.S.
postage. Mail that was placed at the pick-up
points by 2:00 p.m. would arrive at the Boca
Raton post office by 4:00.
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The service was quite successful for the first
two yvears. and profits of more thun S4H were
donated w the Boca Raton Hospital. Public in-
terest gradually declined. and the operation

ceased m 1977

1974. Herst lived on an island off

Great Britain

Postal Strike 1971:

On January 20. a postal strike hegan that
lasted seven weeks during which time a num-
ber of local private services were started. The
best known of these was the N.W. London
Postal Service which offered prompt mail de-
livery. The deliveries were by bicycle, and a
set of four stamps was printed. one of which
showed a gir] on a bicycle delivering mail.

This was at the time of the currency change
in Great Britain, and a second set of stamps
was 1ssued on February 15, with the new cur-
rency system, a change of color, and in a dif-
ferent size.

L=

RS EtEsesndaswNapedsRAtANENaNaRAN NS

FARTHING

AdH3IAINAA

feosuumensnsonrvsasnvnacannnnnnns

POSTAGE £1
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Exeter-1981:

In the British Telecommunications Act of
1981, a clause was included which waived the
post office monopoly for charities. In 1981 in
the city of Exeter, under the cloak of this mo-
nopoly loophole an ambitious high wheel bi-
cycle owner named Kevin Holman decided to
inaugurate a local private mail delivery serv-
ice for delivery of greeting cards during the
holiday season.

Holman's delivery service was by himseli.
and was largely a publicity venture thar was
very short-lived. While this service took place
at the proper holiday time in 1981, it was not
entirely limited o greeting cards, and Holman
was not cxactly a local charity. He did, how
ever. deliver leners at no cost [or pensioners.

The transport of mail was by ordinary bicy-
cle through the busy Exeter streets. and
Holman created quite & stir on his rounds. He
wias often photographed, and his fuvorite ap-
high har. He

parel ncluded coanails and
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-alled the service “The World's First Penny
‘arthing Delivery Service.”

Stamps were printed to pay for the delivery.
wt the service didn’t prove w be very suc-
sesstul and was short-lived. One of the prob-
ems was the high price of 30 pence and £1 for
the local deliveries.

| cLacron-ok i

50p.
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SRVICE

Clacton-on-Sea - 1983-89:

Others in Great Britain became aware of the
charities waiver in the Telecommunications
Act. In the town of Clacton-on-Sea, in Essex,
Ivan F. Trinder, the Clacton High School
‘Technician saw this as an opportunity and or-
ganizes a local service for the delivery of mail
in order to raise monev for some worthy
charities.

As a result of Trinders efforts, a school vol-
untary postal service was begun for the local
delivery of mail at Christmas time. The pur-
nose of the service was for the raising of funds
10 entertain and provide a meal for older peo-
“le living alone at Christmas, znd to pay for a
-ummer holiday for children in London or-
rhanages. This was achieved by bicycle mail
‘elivery during the holiday season by Clacton
High School students on a voluntary basis.
Money was raised by the design. printing, and
dle of stamps. and the service became very
popular during the Christmas holiday season.

or the balance of the year all mail was deliv-
red by the post office. and the Jocal official
rostmaster was the overseer of the program in
terms of its charitable swatus.

The service was limited 1o the town of Clac-
tin-on-Sea and several suburbs. but covered a
wide area in terms of totzl distances that had
w be travelled. The area was divided into 15
routes, with students riding bicveles in pairy
on each of the separate reutes, A number of
nost boxes were set up ar specific points
within these routes. with dailv pick-up and de-
livery. Those using the service placed the mail
nlus 10 pence per letter into one of the boxes.

These were brought to a central spot, where
stamps were affixed and dates applied by high
school teachers. All deliveries were after
school hours by enthusiastic students in the
15-18 vear age bracket. with parental suppon
and with welcome acceptance by the local
authorities.

The principal bike wsed was the Raleigh
Shopper, as it is 4 sturdy machine with a car-
rier basket on the front, but other cycles in-
cluding the Moulton were used as well. This
delivery method was by [lar the swiltest
method for house-to-house deliveries. The
riders traveled in pairs in case of any prob-
lems that might arise, and the coastal location
of Clacton has been known to bring about
some rather severe wedther conditions in the
month of December.

The service was limited to the specific area,
but each year a few of the letters were ad-
dressed 1o points outside Clacton. These re-
quired the regular British postage as well as
the Clacton stamp. and were delivered to the
regular post office for forwarding to their final
destinations.

In the first yvear of the service there were no
stamps. and only an estimated 200-300 letters
were cartied by bicyele and on foot. The fol-
lowing year, 1983, the service took on a more
formal note. with the issuance of stamps, and
with all deliveries by bicycle. The participat-
ing studemts received a certificate of participa-
tion. At least one stamp was selected each
vear from pupil’s work in the high school art
class. Stamps have been designed and issued
in denominations of 10, 20, and 50 pence with
even a £1 stamp being issued in 1989, Designs
of merit were submitted to Trinder for final
selection. who also used his own designs for a
number of the issues, and in addition took on
the job of printing, with the use of a single
impression press. The stamp designs regularly
showed bicycles in their format and were
printed in sheetlets of four or six stamps with-
out perforations. Over the years the best of
these have been used and have gained interest
by stamp collectors around the world, with
First Day Covers available.

The 10 pence denomination was for letters,
20) pence for express. and 30 pence for packets
and parcels. The annual issues were:

1982 - none

1982 - 10p

1984 - 10p. 20p

1985 - 1ip. 20p

1986 - 10p. 20p. S0p
1987 - 10p. 10p. 20p, 50p
1988 - 10p. 20p. 50p
1989 - 10p. 20p. 50p. £1

In its eight vears of service, this voluntary
zffort resulied in the deliveries of more than
2.000 letters each vear, and the raising of the
very ereditable sums totalling £250-300
vearly, benefiung the older people and the
groups of orphans, Ivan Trinder is o be com-
mended for his fine efforts, and in adidition to
the noteworthy benefit to the recipicnis of the
charits. has done an excellent job for partici-
pating nigh school students,

COLCHESTER SCOUTS IN TANDEM

CriRISTMAS 1991 CYCLF MAILL

Colchester—1989 to date:

The notable results achieved by Trinder in
Clacton served Lo inspire a comparable cffort
in the neighboring town of Colchester, begin-
ning during the Christmas season of 1989,
This was a local service organized by Scout
Group Leader David Hampton for the deliv-
ery of mail by boy scouts within the confines
ol Colchester Borough, with collecting boxes
placed at key locations around the town.

As in the Clacton service, the Colchester
purpose was for the raising of money for char-
itable purposes for the elderly. and addition-
ally to raise funds for a new scout hut, Ivan
Trinder provided much assistance by virtue of
his experience with the Clacton service, and
as in Clacton, the scout’s parents extended full
support. In this case. instead of two students
the team was a parent and a scout. Trinder has
been the designer of the stamps as well as the
printer, and in 1991 the sum of £635 was
rajsed.

Flyers are posted listing the location of the
boxes for pick-up of the letters and mail is in-
serted in the collecting boxes along with the
sum of 10 pence per letter. These arc taken to
David Hampton’s home in Colchester for the
affixing of stamps, dates, and the postmark
prior to delivery. The delivery area measures
approximately 16 square miles, and will be
continued and expanded in 1992 to some of
the villages around Colchester and to Mersea
Island, which is off the coast about 7 miles
south of Colchester. the second year ol service
or 1990, a total of 2,057 letters were carried,
and 2,930 in 1991, With the size of the area
covered, this represents a commendable effort
by the scouts astride their bicyeles.

The stamps designed and printed by Trinder
for the Colchester scout delivery service are:

1989 - nonc
1990 - 10p. 20p. 50p. £1
1991 - 10p. 10p. 20p. 50p

As in Clacton. they are printed in miniature
sheetlets without perforations. and require
cutting before allixing on the leters. And as
in Clacton. the stamps and covers have at-
tained great interest by stamp coliectors, The
designs show regulur and tandem bicycles as
well us the scouting 1leur-de-lis emblem.

This continuing and expanding service 1s the
result of [ine efforts of the scout zroups und by
the leadership of David Hampton and Tvan
Trinder.
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Sunmary & Conelusion
Chese are but some of the nleresting private
Hat have heen orga-
cears. with empliasts

Idelivery services
s and used oven
on those using eyeliss o the delivery of
i ocontier with the
s served an impor-

mail. Although fregue
pational postal service 3
1t role and 1 ther e Arovided an nmpor-
restorical evolution ol

it contribution w
e hicvele. Mamy of the mail routes were
1 some of the existing

very lengthy, and wh

: conditions of poor rowds and had wedther
o inte account. one must acknowledge
Uit the riders often truly ok on the stature ot
heroes. Consider the emerging Boy Scoul
contingent of 1iders neer the Cape of Good
Hope who actually delix ered mail by bicyele
while their routes were subject o extensive
military bombardment.

Is it not possible that somewhere and some-
time in the history of Iocal stamp deliveries
that a forerunner of the U.S. Postal Code was
conceived of:

“Neither snow nor rain nor heat nor gloom

" night stays these cyclists from the swift

—ompletion of their appointed rounds.”

Bibliography:

The Fresno and San Francisco Bicyele Mail of
1894, Lowell B. Cooper. Hartman, Louis-
ville, Ky., 1982

The Bicvcle and the Bush, Jim Fitzpatrick.
Oxford Press. 1980

Sramp Collecting for the Cyelist, Ronald F.
Sudbury, W. Hayes. W, Yorkshire, 1981

Bicvele Stamps — Various articles by B. Scha-
pelhouman, R. Geslin, P. Mangin. D. Sher

The Local Posts of Western Australia. Phil
Collas, Hawthorne Press, Melbourne 1960

The Mafeking Blues. Robert Goldblatt, S A
Philatelist, Mar. 1972

Linn’s Stamp News
Special thanks to Tvan Trinder in Colches-
ter. Essex. England. for providing good
background data on the Clacton and Cal-
chester services.

YHAeKE NPEANPHATHY CER3H MECT3 HAINANCHHY

The ebove article was
reprinted from the

“Wheelmen”with the
permission of the
editor.

Right -

& recent telephone
card from Rupert Waltl
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. 5 A. Localis

While the goverament has a monopoly on the delivery of first class
mail, several loopholes in the regulations exist. These include the
delivery of parcels and mail which is not first class, and service where
there is no regular postal delivery. Additionally, unofficial stamps
and labels may be affixed to any mail as iong as they don’t imitate
official stamps, and are not in the upper right corner «#here the stamp

would normally be placed.

Several local delivery services have evolved to provide delivery
where the post off leaves off. These services either deliver mail to
the post office box, or deliver from the post office or box to the final
destination. This meil must all have the full regular postage in

addition to whatever additional postage the local service regquires.

Best known of these are the Freeno - San Francisco and the Boca
Raton locals discussed elsewhere. Some of the lesser known are the
Stonelick Lake, Jordan's Express, MLP Bicycle Express,

Other so-called locals are merely decorative labels with no postal

These include Fireside Post, Bucky'’s Local Post,

use what-so ever.
Examples of some are

Keneington Bicycle Meil, and several others.
given.

Note that some of the so-called locals have been used outside
their locality and that the Boca Raton cancel has been used vithout a
stamp being affixed,

-
m
v
r
-
@
1%
~

PEPAL POST

o ARV 1 HOLTINGLS

R i Y L R

18

downloaded from www.bicyclestamps.de



o
b
Blc FROFIT Postall <
— ALL 5
ps s fj wcefll
i POST REC&'PTS anLr <
; CHARMTY Y
s
b
; i :
£
._.\"

ROBERT HAGY
RT. 2 pX 8 !
LAUAEL + DELS
199556

. 4 m -
=) H,

POST OFFICE BOX 1583
BOCA RATON, FLORIDA 33432-040%

BOCA —

ST

i _ )
A
N P N
EOCR RATOH
; 7 I S41,
R
[ =s | 1585-15586

vy = bt AN
Dlevele I8TO= Pheveie Isall=

79 Meadow Road

MR. W, G. FENTON
E. Longmeadow, Mazs. 01028

vl 170 Bilevide 170
SAE =500
7

vadhe

FIRST DAY COVER, TEMPORARY REQIVAL OF
THE BOCA RATON BICYCLE POST.

downloaded from www.bicyclestamps.de



S FAITMILL MESSENGERS CORNECTRNG WITH U sms i

i
1CYC
JoroaN's B¥a“E EXPRESS

PAID $1.00

OVER OUR PALO ALTO } INLAND ROUTES
e L85 LAnRS PROPRRTORS X

7 oDare RUrNOR_HGH SO0 WESTHEN BPELLS FROXCT R

Olhi0
=

[=] B[]
=¥ :

BRANGHOFH

24 FEB 1975 | dieg

(e
1] | TRAFALGAR SQ
/' [LCNDONWC?2

e

j/(i’, gk ﬁ"hdL P ﬂ/L D
g Qé« / ,_A;_‘_‘_<_,( Qx—-‘ L

¥ &L& &L&« Cal f'/f;f-j €3
Wl -

()/rz/z 7633 « %e;eﬁ&ﬂi;&@&

SCTIWETTZER
N, _ FAMMUL MESSEGRES COMNECTRD WITH US ManLS /

\
1CYC
JORDAN'S © & LE EXPRESS

PAID 5 §1.00 B i = §)

OVER OUR PALO AD INLAND ROUTES

copll vl

Okgl0
ofg

38/ M/ ittt —
Pal. 4&1,#/) l, 99363
U, S A4,

NG ‘::'u MESSERGERS COMMECTING Wit s.u./s e
Y | 5 5
JORDAN’S B LE EXPRESS [} ~

PAID $1.00 2 £

INLAND ROUTES

e as L mmm

7 FORDAN WK MG SCHOOL WESTERN EXMIESS TROECT T

bor .
5 LA ) ["‘{ s
/
o alih o I 43
J L ' ‘c' -
P/
R R |

downloaded from www.bicyclestamps.de



NO. //

OF 15

downloaded from www.bicyclestamps.de



FIRESIDE POST __
HONORS 50

THE SCOT WHO i
INVENT E Dt

i B / -
;}Z/U; #.J',}L(' (:/({{{ Fa Z( / {C_:{: ]
i _ i Ji
Hﬂm f‘;',._1 2 T _0_} -
PLJRK}ATRIILIJE% | - Ly ‘3 £ s /11. N {‘( C’,-I

MACMILLAN

":..;_'-,-,': L Z_’ [ e

=y Pid
= z
~ 19 JUbL

1872

= 3 E ¥
UNITED STATES POSTAGE 8 CENTS

OSTegg
1817 e T
oct f. I.!\__ ._II '\I:;\__.__C i L v | e

CLUE L 0 )

downloaded from www.bicyclestamps.de



i

I

i
il
[H|

|

|

.

- 600 C —5(Je—>5 0o —

=3

O0oD —

- BOCG ROTOH ,3 BOCA RATON
EICYCOLE BILVILE.

LIBERTY o L1 LIBERTY

FOST i FooapeST | B
~FIve CenTs| 0§ N FIVE CENTS|

BOCA RATON
SICYCLE |
PGST o).

o F TVE LEHTS)
¥ Uteenie | o
ERE-1386 4

JEIVE CENTS|.
LIBERTY |
~438E |0

BOCA RATOH
EICYCLE
FO5T

iggs

¥ ols)
—ilo
o
o
|
Hull
i
N
i
I
E\Q'
el |
|
|
]

$555-1586 : “teg6-t985 | ' B

& Print &

g Design: Jay Nesbitt

T L

voo S [)=—D 0Co

downloaded from www.bicyclestamps.de



T
2

T

- * 8 4 6m oa =

N A I

0 :

o0

(=)

L

Express

'
'
1
i
!
e o i i s s

i 1-'{‘::

Cxptess |

FIRESIDE POST
KIRKPATRIC

SAGMEE  vewron

dHL SHONOH

OLYMPIC SPIRIT
TAMPA-XISSIMMEE
TORCH RIDE 9/29

OLYMPIC SPIRIT
TAMPA - KISSIMMEE
TORCH RIDE 9/29

OLYMPIC SPIRIT
TAMPA - KISSIMMEE
TORCH RIDE 9/29

000 CmD[]———D 0 Co

—— —._;—1'>:7,<_<__ =

v

|
|0
T 1)
|2
o

downloaded from www.bicyclestamps.de



v a0g
1 quos

a7y A1 g sasiimed snondisasgt saq

otyr g L
A171n3N 30 s3sahoa™

- 6

RV T

1|+ duaj wa nh ¢
) I0E SARJAI[YP WusuaFedng p snawo §a]

_f.._ Eadllaly It 4302 AUy, |
| 70040y 5Ivdypp §97 ]
. “hnioeiry np xnwvedned INE
‘atyanesge aay1e) awd saaloaniing yuoidnod ‘edpnma
np sapnfedmoany ‘sdopduasu n_c.- s
pd3p ap auigdi np
naWON N Jyn 13 Jtngs {enanod .».rn
2 tuf gz n, il Kpuy fgi-‘phenn
appdizogpy Tp xpEEIng: Xne sandaz ot andydlis
sa'] v owwaopriy  onbegy anod -y g ap d
aaqqiesed JuCy 19 u_uuﬁm.wg.nmﬂ LT
. .._ua._ﬂw:wa.
-nomy wa] by § Gameaq np smoapod g
Y A e eungii) Tne AUAC WEHLNE 07
wrw 759 K 10l ‘sLEg PP qoIo-
dimpn?

P4

V10345 Em:m_uéﬂ* 'y
fa Vs

O T g T s St S R S R T
ua,} 3p 1omnom np padedmonar jea,0
16107 Tias qoawalwita gnol
a0 np apnna,p aed 19 adesad np
synaanyl s08p anb stwpe jnos au sapadinoray 5

\ ‘pospd st p 100 Jatmiap
"y £5 1PRIaLHN o] ‘raRIned sanuga)-anod 2 fuinf 1}
Y . puas 2 ‘deotpuw] a] anod ‘50|23 J00138 8| I0NTOD
,ﬂ €INI[AOa Gap j@ WO np spn@ed W00 3NF INEL

{ -top (s 108 0P saunan 0y p § 9p sIPAIPUIL 531 'ANIY

“aabjpX np efiz ne snFel jucy” HubmYHeRTa W v

3 gasunon ap dawyge 9 0% snasgad
03magolpA samom FPIADL 1003 janbow ‘apuinol e ap
aIneInod e3] sdoy anod 'amnyeon ue [FAn0LITS fanmap
19 vaanag agjenb vy sentno] 12 agady
_._Habb- o 12701 TUW SPSIN0I 3] NI EENLERS
s ‘azgox) ap -ppuw ¢ riad ot

SIMOVHETE4d .1

T

200734 0T 1¥0dS

o oalfo 21330 pupp siadured yuse
~2j}PANIOU PHOE S1AD ] P 22.1Da91) BT
g — dyounuffo aupay aod Ipuswap
o) puef uz anb souva g 2p s3anmaqgy 12
o) v oouvaf 1o podop us dss3upe 52 Jen
—anof 23 — anbignd 3104 v} ang 281007
-no p22 anang) apdisez y np a2y

1ULSNAN] ‘SLHY-XNy3ag

L

“SINDINYIIN mmuﬂ

3195 B S14Y

INOILOVN. LHOdS

‘31034120717

14.LSNT1I

35503Y1 o

.

an|E A np

L1 B s menasjog

DUVLL )

HOLLVYHLISINIWGY

HOLLIWT O

A

= = T
-

R TRI L I
np yrraped 3

ey

SI8Yd

safjaopy sop 21 'GT

LoIRANNGET 0 13

gLUTA 97 XOvIRLE

S EIONYYLE

SLHIRLLUYAJT 13 SIEVd

e

SINIWINNCEN

| WAKILNAD Xid

OUMNIN o' |

e b e e,

downloaded from www.bicyclestamps.de





